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KEY STAGE LEARNING JOURNEY



Infants
Reception - Year 2Aim

The Infants Curriculum aims to build  strong, positive relationships  with
pupils and families, creating a  sense of belonging  that prioritises  wellbeing .
It supports the development of  communication skills  through effective,
consistent systems, and uses  play and sensory exploration  to drive
meaningful learning. Alongside this, it builds key  physical and cognitive 
skills , while  recognising and celebrating progress  in ways that matter to
each child. 

Implementation

Achievements

Early Years-informed approach (EYFS–KS1) focused on play, sensory exploration
and engagement
Planned transitions

With families and previous settings
Supported across spaces, people and routines

Strong relationships
With pupils and families
Enabled by high staff–pupil ratios

Capable environments
Structured zones, clear routines and visual supports
Low-arousal spaces alongside continuous provision

Total communication approach
AAC, symbols, sign, gesture and speech 
Adults consistently model communication

Bespoke curriculum informed by:
EHCP outcomes
Skills Ladders
Essentials Toolkit
Topic cycles and pupil interests

Curriculum structure 7 areas of learning
Priority: SEMH, Communication, Sensory/Physical, Cognition
Coverage: Understanding the World, Expressive Arts & Design

Continuous provision
Adult-initiated and pupil-initiated learning
Adults scaffold, model and extend

Specialist approaches
TEACCH, Attention Autism, Sensory Stories, Curiosity Programme, Intensive
Interaction

Responsive teaching
Builds on interests
Adapts to support engagement and regulation

Progression and pathways
Gradual increase in structure towards Year 2
Pathways identified to support next steps

Made progress towards personalisd Key Stage end points guided by the
EHCPs 
To identify a preferred mode of communications   
Development along wellbeing, child involvement and skill development
scales   
Recognise and share meaningful progress 
‘Footprints’ Awards 
Dojo WOW moments 
Celbration Assembelies   
Parent Teacher meetings 
EYFS predicated data   



Juniors
Key Stage 2

Year 2 - Year 6Aim

The Juniors Curriculum aims to  utilise the strong relationships  between
home, school and professionals. It draws on a deep understanding of each
pupil’s  learning to learn  skills to develop their  cognitive skills  through their
identified  pathway provision.  It supports pupils to use their  preferred mode 
of communication  to express themselves and demonstrate understanding,
while encouraging increasing  independence and ownership of learning  in
preparation for Key Stage 3. 

Made progress towards personalisd Key Stage end points guided
by the EHCPs 
Work towards Footprints - Dysart's internal awards - recognising
progress in key areas such as persisting with a skill or interest;
contributing to a school wide change 
Key Stage data 
Phonics Assessments   
Develop awareness of their strengths and interests 
Recognise and share meaningful progress 
‘Footprints’ Awards 
Dojo WOW moments 
Celbration Assembelies   
Parent Teacher meetings 
EYFS predicated data   

How

Achievements

Bespoke curriculum informed by:
EHCP outcomes
Dysart Skills Ladders 
Toolkits

Pathway-led learning
Based on learning style and need
Builds on Learning to Learn skills

Strong relationships
Between home, school and professionals
Supported by a multi-disciplinary team

Total communication approach
Pupils use their preferred communication
AAC, symbols, sign, gesture and speech embedded

Curriculum structure
4-year topic cycles with increased depth and subject specificity
Priority areas: SEMH, Communication, Sensory/Physical, Cognition
Coverage areas: Humanities (Science, Geography, History), Music and 

Capable environments
Clear structure, routines and visual supports
Daily schedules, session strips and individualised supports

Classroom-based learning
Pupils primarily learn within their classroom
Structured transitions between activities, building on infants
Carousel of learning zones
Balance of adult-initiated and pupil-initiated learning

Specialist approaches embedded across provision
Enrichment and wider experiences

Learning outside the classroom (PE-led and specialist teaching)
Year 6 residential



Learning is delivered through broad topic cycles, bringing together;
Maths, Literacy and RSHE
Steps to Independence
Foundation subjects

Pupils take part in real-life and purposeful experiences, including:
Enterprise opportunities (tuck shop, snack shop, art shop)
Skill Labs to develop practical and work-related skills
Community-based learning and visits

Shared experiences are a key part of school life:
Seasonal events such as the panto production and Easter café

The Year 9 residential, building independence, resilience and
relationships

Aim (Intent)

Key Stage 3
Years 7-9

Achievements

How (Implementation)

Make progress towards personalisd Key Stage end points
guided by the EHCPs
Begin to apply skills in structured community, enterprise
and work-life contexts
Show/ share their strengths, interests and next steps.

Footprints Certificates - Dysart's internal awards, recognising
progress in key areas such as independence, community access,
health and work-related learning
Jack Petchey Achievement award

The Key Stage 3 curriculum aims to develop pupils’
communication, regulation, independence and core
academic knowledge, building on prior learning and
preparing them for the expectations of Key Stage 4.

 It supports pupils to deepen subject understanding
while developing organisation, self-help skills and
ownership of their learning. Through structured, real-
life experiences, pupils begin to apply their skills in
meaningful contexts.

Awards

Develop → Build → Begin to Apply



 Achievements

Aim (Intent)

Work towards personalisd key stage end points

Work towards Ascentis accreditations 

Develop functional maths, literacy and communication 

Apply skills in real-life contexts (Cooking, community,

Daily living) 

Engage in enterprise and work-related learning 

Build confidence, independence and life skills 

Jack Petchey Achievement Awards
Personal Progress (Entry 1)
Independent Living qualifications (Entry 1-3)
Pre-Entry Level Maths and Literacy
Stepping Stones to Functional Skills Maths and
English (Entry Level 1–2)
Digital & Computing (Pre-entry awards)

Accreditations 

How (Implementation)

Ascentis accreditation pathways tailored to pupil need, with
curriculum linked to recognised outcomes
Continued focus on applied maths, literacy and
communication in real-life contexts
Functional learning embedded through cooking, community
access and daily living
Structured work-related learning and enterprise
opportunities, including encounters with employers
Skill Labs and practical learning to develop vocational skills
and independence
Community and enrichment opportunities to apply skills
beyond the classroom
Preparation for Adulthood embedded across all areas of
learning
Increasing expectation of independence, responsibility and
application of skills

 Apply + Take responsibility + Accredit

The Key Stage 4 curriculum aims to enable pupils to apply
and embed their knowledge and skills across a range of
contexts.

 It develops independence, resilience and responsibility,
supporting pupils to access a personalised curriculum, make
informed choices and work towards appropriate
accreditation. 

Through community and work-related learning, pupils
strengthen their readiness for the next stage.



For pupils to  generalise and apply 

 communication, regulation and independence 

 across real-life contexts 

Showcase  confidence, self-advocacy and 

 decision-making 

Prepare pupils for meaningful,  appropriate 

 destinations  and adult life 

Achievements

Are prepared for adulthood with clear next steps

Show increased independence and confidence in daily

 life

Develop employability and work-related skills

Are able to apply and generalise skills across contexts

Successfully transition to education, employment or

 community pathways

Jack Petchey Achievement Awards 
Ascentis Personal Progress (Entry 1) 
Ascentis Life Skills (Entry 1) 
Ascentis Employability Skills (Entry Level 1) 
Pre-Entry Level Maths and Literacy 
Stepping Stones to Functional Skills Maths
and English (Entry Level 1–2) 

How (Implementation)

Aim

Functional curriculum linked to Ascentis accreditation, including: 

Social interaction 

Problem solving 

Health & safety 

Community use 

Time and money 

Work-related learning and work experience (e.g. hospitality, horticulture, office,

animal care) 

Continued access to Skill Labs and practical learning 

Enterprise and real-life experiences, including seasonal events 

RSHE and Preparation for Adulthood embedded throughout 

Transition planning, including next steps, visits and transition days 

Key experiences such as the Year 14 residential, prom, showcase 

Accreditations 

Key Stage 5
Years 12-14

Showcase | Self-Advocate | Transition
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