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NEWSLETTER

Message from Principal,
Leigh Edser

As we approach another well earned half term break, it is lovely to see
how well the students have moved on from the work of the autumn term
and embedding all they have learned by taking this outside of the
classroom and into the community.

Whilst classroom education is important, for our students there is so
much more to learn.  They have been exploring different environments,
ways of communicating with each other, with and without the spoken
word, meeting new people as part of the ‘People who help us’ topic,
learning everyday practical skills, what it is like to look after someone or
something else, all in a fun and exciting way.  

They have all shown so much enthusiasm for their learning and we are
looking forward to the second half of the spring term very much.

Please take the time to read about the class activities below and I wish
you a restful half term break.

Leigh Edser
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Half term Holiday 
16  February - 20  Februaryth th

Inset Day
23  Februaryrd

Students back
24  Februaryth

Easter Holiday
30  March - 10  Aprilth th

Good Friday
3  Aprilrd

Easter Monday
6  Aprilth

Inset Day
13  Aprilth

Students back
14  Aprilth

Term Dates

https://dysartschool.org/news/
https://dysartschool.org/news/
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Over the past few weeks, students in Asteroid Class have been taking part in a
range of exciting and meaningful work experience opportunities.

Some of these have been within school, where students have been helping with
cleaning jobs and learning how to take responsibility for shared spaces. They
have shown great teamwork, independence, and pride in their work.
Students have also enjoyed external work experiences, including visits to Deen
City Farm and Stud Nursery. 

During these sessions, they have helped to feed and care for animals, as well as
take part in activities at the allotment. These experiences have supported
students in developing confidence, practical skills, and an understanding of how
to care for living things.

We are incredibly proud of the effort, enthusiasm, and positive attitudes our
students have shown.

Well done, Asteroid Class! >
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Amber Class
In PSHE, Amber Class have been exploring a healthy
lifestyle and what it involves. 

We learnt about healthy food (vegetables, fruits, fish and
meat, dairy) that we eat more of and unhealthy food that we
eat less of. 

We sorted healthy and unhealthy food, looked at what food
to eat to make a healthy plate and how various types of
exercise help contribute to a healthy lifestyle as well as a
good night’s sleep!

February 2026

Emerald class
Emerald Class have absolutely loved the opening of the new
sensory and movement room at Discovery House. 

Pupils have been enthusiastically taking part in sensory circuits
and exploring all of the new equipment available. These sessions
have supported pupils’ movement, focus and regulation, and have
been a really positive addition to the school day. 

It has been lovely to see the pupils engaging so confidently and
enjoying the opportunities this new space provides.

Asteroid Class
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Neptune Class have been busy this term developing their tennis and
travel skills as part of a new Learning Outside the Classroom (LOTC)
activity. We travel to the sessions using public transport, which has
been a really exciting opportunity for the pupils and a great way to
build confidence and independence.

Our coach, Kieran, leads each session, starting with a group warm-up
before supporting pupils to practise key tennis skills. 

We finish with fun team games, encouraging teamwork and
communication. Everyone has been thoroughly enjoying this new
activity and the fantastic experiences it brings.

Dysart School

This term in Gold Class, we have had a very busy and exciting time across all
areas of learning. In our cooking lessons, we were very excited to try out new
recipes and develop our kitchen skills. We also took on the responsibility of
running the tuck shop, which helped us practise important life skills such as
teamwork, communication, and handling money.

In literacy and maths, we continued our learning by focusing on size and
dimension, as well as developing our understanding of punctuation. In PE, we
thoroughly enjoyed going to the gym and taking part in swimming, helping us to
build confidence, coordination, and physical skills. It has been a fantastic term
full of learning and enjoyment.

During RSHE, we explored how our bodies change and learned how to talk about
these changes confidently and appropriately. In science, we followed
instructions carefully to carry out simple experiments, and we completed online
research to explore both new and old forms of transport.

Gold Class
February 2026

Neptune Class

Ruby Class
Ruby Class have had a wonderful and exciting half term at Forest School!
Every Thursday, we visited Ham Common and loved spending time
learning outside in a new environment. We explored the woods, searched
for interesting creatures, and built our own tents/huts using natural
materials. 

We learned lots of new skills, including how to use flint to make sparks
and start a small fire, as well as how to stay safe around fire. We also
practised tying knots and using ropes. By working together to make a
pulley, we were able to lift and move heavy logs, which took lots of
teamwork. 

Forest School was also a place to be creative and have fun. We played
new games and made things from nature like magic wands and stick
people. We had great fun jumping in muddy puddles, making mud pies
and magical mixtures, and when we needed to rest, we enjoyed relaxing
in the hammock swing. We have really loved our Forest School
adventures this half term and can’t wait for more!
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This term in Coral Class we have been exploring a wide range of
ways to communicate. We have been developing our
communication skills using symbols around the classroom,
communication books and high-tech communication devices.
Everyone has had the opportunity to try different tools to
express themselves, including using iPads with voice output,
taking selfies on the iPad, and typing on laptops.

A highlight of the term has been creating personalised “All About
Me” books, helping each pupil share their interests, preferences
and personalities. It has been wonderful to see the pupils grow
in confidence as they discover new ways to make their voices
heard.

Dysart School

In Chameleon and Gecko we have started our new topic of my
community! Through this topic we have started to look at some of
the people who help us; Dentist, shop keepers and bus drivers. We
have explored these via stories and rhymes as well as acting out
what we do in each location.

 In literacy some of us have started to think about ‘what’ and ‘who’ to
complete two-or three-word sentences. In maths we have
continued to work on number by exploring counting out and number
recognition to 5 or 10. 

We have also started looking at time; playing with clocks and
experiencing a short delay for a motivating item. Finally we have
really been working on our independence in transitioning to
different locations in provision using our session strips.

Gecko and Chameleon Classes
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Coral Class

Apollo (Moon) Class
Apollo Moon (KS4): Moon class has had a lovely half term filled with lots of exciting
adventures including new curriculum topics, Tolworth Gym and amazing learning outside
the classroom opportunities. We started the term by saying goodbye to our lovely teacher
Anna whilst she goes off on maternity leave. We had a party for her and wrote her lots of
cards wishing her well, we miss her a lot! This term we have been exploring some new
Ascentis modules - digital communication, household shopping and accessing helping
services. As part of our household shopping module, we have been learning about
different types of shops (supermarkets, pharmacies, electronics for example) and then
recognising what we could purchase at each. We have then been accessing shopping as a
regular learning outside the classroom opportunity. Whilst shopping we have been
learning how to troubleshoot different issues such as choosing different brands of items
based on price or size, items not being available and choosing alternate but appropriate
items.

We have also continued our animal care enrichment experience at St Phillips. This
opportunity has seen all students really build in confidence, and we have seen this
generalised back in the classroom which is so lovely to see! 

We are all really impressed with how the class have coped with staffing changes this
term, and Caitlin is really excited about the rest of the year in Moon! 
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This half term, Rocket Class have been exploring a sensory story 'A Walk
around Surbiton' during Communication sessions.

In the story, the pupils start off by practising tapping in with their Oyster
cards, before exploring all Surbiton has to offer - including the
hairdressers for a brush and dry, the farmers market for the choice of
bananas or apples and the party shop to play with balloons and wear
party hats!

These sessions aim to prepare Rocket Class for our community visits to
eateries after half term, as well as offering our pupils plenty of
opportunities to practise expressing preferences and making choices!

Dysart School

Apollo KS3 are continuing to run their pop-up café at Christ Church in
Surbiton. This exciting project gives pupils the opportunity to develop a
wide range of life skills, including teamwork, communication, food
preparation and money-handling. 

The pupils take great pride in serving refreshments to other classes,
parents and members of the local community, building confidence and
independence in a real-life setting.

The café has been a fantastic way for pupils to engage with the public
and practise their skills in a supportive environment. 

We would love to welcome more visitors, so please do come along and
support our pupils between 10:00–11:00 on Mondays during term time.

Apollo Class
February 2026

Rocket Class 

The Hub
The Hub, Asteroid, Saturn and Venus classes have recently been enjoying regular
visits to Deen City Farm, where pupils are working on a wide range of valuable
skills. Each trip includes travelling by bus, train and tram, giving pupils
meaningful opportunities to develop their travel training skills, such as following
routines, managing transitions and building confidence when using public
transport.

Once at the farm, pupils explore the environment and take part in hands-on
learning experiences, including identifying different animals, learning about their
care and, with support, feeding them. These visits also encourage
communication, teamwork and independence in a calm outdoor setting. As
pupils become more familiar with the farm, we are hoping to introduce simple
jobs and responsibilities around the site, further developing their practical life
skills. The visits have been a wonderful opportunity for learning beyond the
classroom, and pupils have been thoroughly enjoying the experience.
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This term, Ivory Class have been busy exploring our topic “Real Superheroes
– People Who Help Us.” We have been learning about the important roles
people play in our community, with a focus on firefighters and dentists.

The classroom was even transformed into our very own dental surgery,
where pupils took turns being dentists and patients while learning about
healthy teeth and how to care for them. The children showed great
engagement and enjoyed using the equipment while practising brushing
skills and learning about healthy and unhealthy foods.

Some pupils also had the wonderful opportunity to visit the stables, where
they met the horses and experienced horse riding. These sessions have
been fantastic for building confidence, developing physical skills and
supporting emotional wellbeing.

We are incredibly proud of all the progress the pupils have made this term.

Wishing all our families a lovely, restful half term break — we look forward to
welcoming everyone back refreshed and ready for more learning next term!

Dysart School

Some students in Venus Class have been exploring different areas
of London, travelling by bus, train and tube to destinations such as
the Sky Garden. 

They have worked extremely hard on developing their community
and travel training skills, learning what to do and what to look out
for when travelling. 

This has included identifying where the bus will stop, recognising
familiar features in each location (such as the river or pigeons),
and waiting patiently in queues and lifts while demonstrating an
understanding of personal space. Their engagement and effort
throughout these experiences has been fantastic.

Venus Class 
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Ivory Class

Purple Class
In Purple Class, pupils have taken on the responsibility of managing
the school snack order and delivering it to classes. This role
provides a fantastic opportunity to develop important life skills,
including organisation, teamwork and communication. Pupils work
together to help prepare the orders, ensure the correct items are
delivered and take pride in completing an important job that
supports the wider school community.

Through this responsibility, pupils are building confidence,
independence and an understanding of routine, while also practising
social interaction as they visit different classes. Purple Class have
shown great enthusiasm for their role, and it has been wonderful to
see them take ownership of this responsibility and contribute
positively to the school day.
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Opal Class have been working incredibly hard this term and have
shown fantastic creativity across all of their sessions. Pupils are
really thriving, approaching their learning with enthusiasm and
curiosity. Alongside their focused work, they have also enjoyed plenty
of hands-on and creative activities that support exploration and
teamwork.  

One particular highlight has been building worm houses in the mud,
where pupils were able to investigate the natural world while
developing problem-solving and collaboration skills. They have also
produced a wonderful range of art pieces, expressing their ideas
through drawing and creative design. It has been lovely to see the
class balance hard work with fun, engaging activities, and they should
be very proud of all they have achieved.

Dysart School

Pink Class have been thoroughly enjoying spending time in the new sensory
room, which has quickly become a favourite space for many of the pupils.
The room has provided lots of opportunities for calming, regulation and
sensory exploration, helping pupils to feel settled and ready to learn. 

Alongside this, the class have been engaging enthusiastically with their
People Who Help Us topic. Pupils have been learning about the important
roles of different people in our community and how they support us in our
everyday lives. Through discussions, activities and role-play, Pink Class
have shown great interest and curiosity, making meaningful connections
between their learning and the world around them. It has been wonderful to
see their confidence and engagement grow as they explore both the
sensory environment and this exciting topic.

Pink Class
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Opal Class 

Saturn Class 
This term in Saturn class, we have been developing our kitchen skills.
We have learned a range of practical skills, from grating cheese to
making scrambled eggs in the microwave. 

We have also practised using the toaster safely, as well as spreading
and buttering our toast.  To support our kitchen skills sessions, we
have been learning how to follow, read and write instructions. 

This term, we began by creating lists of ingredients and then typed
shopping lists using the computer. To make our learning even more
meaningful, we travelled to the local shops by bus to buy the
ingredients we needed. This has helped us to build independence,
confidence and teamwork skills, while improving our reading, writing
and important life skills.
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Mars Class had a fantastic trip to the Panathlon bowling event in Acton,
where pupils represented the school brilliantly and showed excellent
behaviour throughout the day. The journey itself was a real achievement,
as the group successfully navigated several interchanges on public
transport. Pupils demonstrated impressive independence, teamwork and
safety awareness, making the most of this valuable travel training
opportunity.

Once at the event, everyone enjoyed spending the afternoon together
taking part in a structured bowling game. Pupils encouraged one another,
celebrated each other’s successes and showed great sportsmanship
throughout. The trip was a fun and rewarding experience that helped to
build confidence, cooperation and social skills, while also creating
positive and lasting memories for everyone involved.

Dysart School

Green Class have been working hard to develop their tennis skills
during our Teddy Tennis sessions this term. The pupils have really
enjoyed learning a range of new techniques and taking part in the
wonderfully creative and engaging activities led by Coach Callum and
Coach Louis. These sessions have been a great opportunity to build
co-ordination, confidence, and turn-taking skills in a fun and
supportive environment.

It has also been lovely to join with Coral Class for these sessions,
giving pupils the chance to play tennis games alongside their peers,
develop social skills, and share lots of smiles and laughter. Everyone
has shown fantastic enthusiasm, and we are so proud of the progress
they are making while having such a great time. ¯

Green Class

February 2026

Mars Class 
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A group of our Upper School students recently took part in an
exciting ten-pin bowling competition organised by Panathlon, and

what a fantastic day it was!

Students travelled to a bowling alley near Acton, with some
confidently using public transport and others travelling by school

bus. This was a brilliant opportunity to practise independence skills
as well as teamwork.

Once there, everyone was split into teams and the competition
began. There were cheers, high-fives, and plenty of strikes and spares
as students encouraged one another and celebrated each turn. The

atmosphere was full of energy, laughter, and friendly rivalry.

Every student showed great sportsmanship and team spirit, making it
not just a sporting event but also a wonderful social experience to
share with friends. We are incredibly proud of how well everyone

represented the school.

Well done, Upper School — we smashed it! �

Dysart SchoolFebruary 2026

Tenpin Bowling 
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Class Fund Annual Reviews
Review meetings are virtual; if you require them to
be face to face, you must request this in advance
Due to increased student numbers, if you do not
attend the review on the day, the meeting will go
ahead without you
You are always given the opportunity to raise
points prior to the meeting so it is helpful if you do
this even if you do plan to attend.

To contribute please log on to
your Arbor account and from
the homepage click on School
Shop items and Class fund.
The starting contribution is
£5 and you can increase this
by changing the quantity. 

Volunteers Cashless school
Dysart is now a cashless school, and you will need
to pay for lunches and activities/trips through your
Arbor account. Please contact the school office if
you need help logging on to Arbor
If we have a charity day in school, we will send a
link for the chosen charity so that you can donate
directly.

We are looking for any parents
who would like to support in
class. Please note you will not
be placed in class with your
child. If you’re interested in
supporting please contact the
office for more information.

Dysart School

School Information

February 2026



FAMILY FOCUS
LOCAL EVENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS IN SCHOOL 

Dysart SchoolFebruary 2026

Family Support Office  Tel: 0208 4122600 ext. 3808

Our door is always open and the kettle is always on for anyone requiring advice
or guidance in finding support for their family or child in school and beyond.

Family Support Team

Kara Walters Family Support Lead- Tues/Weds: kwalters@dysartschool.org
Christine Powell Family Support Worker- Weds–Fri: cpowell@dysartschool.org 

Monday 16  Febth

Kingsmeadow, Kingston  

Inclusive cycling for all
ages and abilities 

https://wheelsforall.org.uk/locations/wheels-
for-all-kingston

All Aboard Club: Saturday 7  March 11.00-12.30,
Sutton              https://allaboardclub.com/book/

th

mailto:kwalters@dysartschool.org
mailto:cpowell@dysartschool.org
https://wheelsforall.org.uk/locations/wheels-for-all-kingston
https://wheelsforall.org.uk/locations/wheels-for-all-kingston


FAMILY FOCUS
Dysart SchoolFebruary 2026

Family Support Office  Tel: 0208 4122600 ext. 3808

Hygiene help 

Toileting
If you are looking for additional help with toileting you can 

access support via the Pre and Post Diagnostics Team in Kingston. 
They can offer advice and help create an action plan specific to your child. 
You can self refer if you live in the Borough of Kingston via their website. 

https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral

For those looking for nappies/pads larger than the usual brands for their child,
we have had several parents who have recommended the below as a cheaper alternative to Tena. 

Hair cuts

Dentist 

We appreciate that haircuts can be extremely stressful for our families.
There are some hair salons and barbers that can be more accommodating for young

people with SEN. Here are some that the local authority have recommended:

Peter Cross barbers just down from Dysart main site have previously accommodated
Dysart students.  
Another parent has recommended Kings Cuts in Stonleigh where you can book online
and have the same barber and seat every time. 
The local authority also have links with the following hairdressers, some of which will
come to your home

https://snippetydodahs.com/
https://coolcutsforkids.co.uk/

https://www.londonsensoryhaircare.co.uk/contact-us/
https://www.sallyscuts4kids.com/contact

 

As a student at Dysart School your child is eligible to be seen by a
specialist NHS Dentist team who are better able to accommodate
young people with SEN. You can fill in the form posted on Dojo to

request an appointment. 

https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1883&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fyourhealthcare.org%2Four-services%2Ffamily-support-service-before-and-after-diagnosis%2F&t=bc81d91aa9c1ec011fff4338f31178ffe7e45217
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1883&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fsnippetydodahs.com%2F&t=28a4b09ba6ed9a98e534f36c8e53483634af5c8c
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1883&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcoolcutsforkids.co.uk%2F&t=7bd5cef8a317e36b2d7e8ec0457693c64574315e
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1883&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.londonsensoryhaircare.co.uk%2Fcontact-us%2F&t=1b7080cdfc27b2f60791f7ec0fc1f95822d7f157
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1883&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sallyscuts4kids.com%2Fcontact&t=a2a082f0c962de4a415f9567f2be1482e03bc294
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Valentines day
13  February th

Eid 
16th March

Chinese new year
25  February th

World book day
6  Marchth

Dysart School

Coming up next term...

February 2026

Red Nose Day
20  Marchth



DATE TIME EVENT/OBSERVANCE

February 

13 Feb All Day Wear red for valentines day (observed in class)

25 Feb All day Chinese New Year (observed in class)

March 

6 Mar All Day World Book Day

2-6 Mar All week Careers week

16 Mar Eid - Parent led event

20 Mar All Day RED NOSE DAY - (wear red) (observed in class)

TBC TBC Infants Easter event in school TBC

TBC TBC Latchmere Easter event TBC

TBC TBC Middle and Upper school TBC

TBC TBC Juniors activity - easter activity TBC

Events & Observances
Educating, Enabling, Evolving

Here are some key dates for your diary for Spring term 

*more information and posters will be shared nearer the time


