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NEWSLETTER

Message from Principal, Leigh Edser
It has been a long term but as we draw to a close it’s time to celebrate all the
achievements of a very busy time.

With a third of the year gone, students have really settled in well and have
been making the most of the different opportunities offered this term both
on the school site and learning outside of the classroom; see more of this
below as each class has written a little bit about their activities.

But some of our proudest moments have come in the last week as our
younger students, including those who started in September, gave great
performances in the Nativity at Christ Church, Surbiton.  Our older students
performed the panto Aladdin at the CornerHouse and I know that there were
more than a few tears of joy and pride shed to see how so many of them have
grown in confidence and are able to get up on stage in front of a crowd - well
done to all of you!  Two groups of students were in Kingston town centre for
Christmas carol singing and our Latchmere site students travelled to this
event both ways on public transport, so travel training is starting early.  

A big thank you goes to our staff who put in so much effort and it goes to
show you can do almost anything if you try!  We have our Christmas Razzle
Dazzle on the last day of term - so lots of festive fun before we break for
Christmas.  

For now I will sign off by wishing you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas
break and very best wishes for the New Year.
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Pupils Return
5  Januaryth

Half term Holiday 
16  February - 20  Februaryth th

Inset Day
23  Februaryrd

Easter Holiday
30  March - 10  Aprilth th

Good Friday
3  Aprilrd

Easter Monday
6  Aprilth

Term Dates

https://dysartschool.org/news/
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We are pleased to share photos from our recent trip to The Entertainer in
Kingston, where students dropped off the Operation Christmas Child shoe
boxes. This project was supported by some of the parents from Venus
Class, who contributed items for the boxes and also funded the weekly
shopping trips.

In the weeks leading up to the drop-off, students took part in purposeful
visits to Tolworth, Kingston and Wimbledon, where they searched for
specific items each week to help fill the boxes.

These outings provided meaningful real-life learning experiences, allowing
students to develop skills in travel training, numeracy, reading, decision-
making, organisation and communication.

This has been a valuable and memorable project for the students, as well as
a wonderful opportunity to contribute to the wider community.

Dysart School

Emerald Class
Emerald Class have been engaging in a range of meaningful
SEN-friendly Remembrance Day activities. These included
sensory-based tasks, visuals to support understanding, and
creative opportunities that allowed every child to
participate in a way that suited their needs. 

The children showed wonderful engagement as they
explored the significance of remembrance through hands-
on activities, simple discussions, and calm reflection time.

 It has been amazing to see them express their ideas and
understanding so thoughtfully.
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Coral Class 
This term, Coral Class have been focusing on developing
communication skills using the ALD board. Staff have been
consistently demonstrating how to use the boards, and it has been
wonderful to see pupils starting to use them independently to express
themselves and understand others.

The class have also been exploring shapes through hands-on activities. 

A particular favourite was a playdough session, where pupils created
and manipulated different shapes. This fun activity not only helped
them develop their fine motor skills but also supported their
understanding of shapes in a practical, enjoyable way.

We are so proud of the progress the children are making and how
enthusiastically they are engaging with these activities.

Venus Class
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The children have been working really hard this term and have enjoyed
lots of exciting learning. We’ve had great fun exploring Mog’s
Christmas Calamity and taking part in activities linked to the story.

We’ve also enjoyed learning about different celebrations this term,
including Halloween, Diwali, Remembrance Day, Hanukkah and
Advent. The children especially loved making wreaths for
Remembrance Day as part of our learning. As the weather has
changed, we’ve loved noticing the move from autumn into winter — the
falling leaves, frosty mornings and even a little bit of snow!

Wishing all our families a magical and restful holiday! 
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Neptune Class is excited to be taking part in a special Christmas card
exchange with a partner school in Poland, Szkoła Podstawowa z
Oddziałami Integracyjnymi w Słupsku. 

Over the past few weeks, our students have been busy designing and
creating their own festive cards, putting a lot of thought and care into
each one.

Now the children are eagerly anticipating receiving cards from their new
Polish friends, and they are excited to see the messages and designs
that have been sent in return. 

This exchange has not only brought the joy of the holiday season into our
classroom but also provided an opportunity for our students to connect
with peers from a different culture and build international friendships.

Neptune Class 
DECEMBER 2025

Ivory Class

Opal Class
Opal Class have had a wonderful time at Tolworth Gymnastics Club,
bouncing on the trampoline, zooming down the tumble run, and
building confidence on the bars. The smiles say it all!

In the classroom, we’ve been exploring food and practising real-life
skills by making our own sandwiches. The children have learned to
safely cut vegetables, grate cheese, and put together tasty creations
— they’re becoming brilliant little chefs.

Our sensory play has been full of excitement, from erupting volcanoes
to sandy explorations and our favourite activity of all: cornflour rain!
Maths continues to be a class favourite. The children love using
Numicon, counting, sorting, and adding, and it’s been fantastic to see
their confidence grow.

It’s been a busy, joyful few weeks filled with learning, laughter, and lots
of fun!
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Amber Class have been learning about different emotions
during our Literacy and KUW sessions. 

The students explored what various feelings look and feel like
by using mirrors to observe their own facial expressions. 

We also talked about the activities and items that make us
feel happy or sad, and practised simple strategies to help us
regulate our emotions.

Dysart School

In the Hub, students have been exploring 3D shapes and nets
to help them design their own character models. 

This week, our focus was on creating Roblox characters. 

Students examined reference images to understand the key
features and then experimented with different 3D shapes to
recreate the characters’ forms.

It’s been a great opportunity for them to apply mathematical
thinking in a fun, creative way!

The Hub
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Amber Class

Asteriod Class
This week, our Asteroid Class had the wonderful opportunity to join
several other classes in a festive carol-singing event at the Saipem office
in Kingston. The children performed a delightful selection of holiday
songs, filling the space with warmth, joy, and the true spirit of Christmas.

Families, staff, and visitors who gathered to watch were treated to
enthusiastic singing, bright smiles, and plenty of holiday cheer. The
students’ hard work and excitement were evident in every note, and their
performance helped bring a sense of togetherness and celebration to
everyone present.

We are incredibly proud of our young performers for representing our
school with such confidence and holiday spirit. It was a memorable
morning that helped kick off the festive season in the most heartwarming
way.
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Apollo's KS3 class has been thrilled at the successful start of
Dysart Delights, our pop-up café at Christ Church in Surbiton this
term. 

Apollo students enjoy serving cakes, biscuits, and drinks to our
customers each Monday between 10:00 and 11:15 during term
times as a fantastic way to apply and improve customer service,
teamwork, and money handling skills.

We will be continuing to run the café next term and would love for
more members of the Dysart community to drop by and enjoy a
break while supporting our students.

Dysart School

Gecko class would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy
new year.

This term we have been looking at our family and the season of
winter. We have really enjoyed watching the weather and
experiencing winter.

We have really enjoyed our snow storms and snow ball fights
within AA.  

We hope you have a restful break.

Gecko Class
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Apollo Class

Saturn Class
Saturn class went on a wonderful trip to the Science Museum
recently! This was a culmination of our KS3 unit about Space. We
have been learning all about the different planets in our Solar System. 

This was also a wonderful opportunity to develop our confidence
accessing different modes of public transport. We accessed the bus,
the train and then the District Line tube. 

The Museum had lot of wonderful and engaging exhibitions for us to
explore but our favourite part was by far the Wonderlab. In the
Wonderlab we explored a wide range of scientific experiences such
as gravity, electricity and chemical reactions. 

We look forward to more exciting learning outside the classroom
opportunities. 
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Wow what a brilliant Autumn 2 we have had in Chameleon class! The
children have worked extremely hard preparing for the nativity
performance and we are so proud of them all. Not only did they shine on
stage, but they all coped so well with the changes in routine and in
transitions to and from the church. 

Away from the nativity we have also been working hard to develop our
skills in other areas. Cooking has been a favoured sessions this half term
with the children engaging well to complete a range of skills such as
mixing, dripping, spreading and sprinkling to make a range of taste
foods. 

In maths we have continued to work on our ability to count groups of
objects, identify numerals and match these to groups. In literacy we
have looked at a range of texts that relate to us and our family life and
developed our skills in recognising key words. 

     Well done Chameleon class for all your amazing work this term!

Dysart School

This half term, Rocket Class has enjoyed easing into Christmas, with
an array of Christmassy sessions, including Christmas biscuit-
making, performing as villagers in the Upper School pantomime
'Aladdin Trouble' and plenty of arts & crafts, including some tissue
paper collages on bauble templates, which are now proudly on
display on the class Christmas tree. 

Merry Christmas from Rocket Class!

Rocket Class 
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Chameleon Class

Ruby Class
Ruby class have had a very busy and exciting term. We have enjoyed
visiting the YMCA Hawkers Centre for soft play, which has been a
great success for all pupils. In English, we explored characters and
settings through stories such as Elmer and The Rainbow Fish, using
adjectives to describe the characters.

In Maths, we continued to develop number knowledge through
counting songs, numicons, tens frames and practical activities, as
well as exploring mass and capacity using language such as full,
empty, heavier and lighter. In Science, we learned about emotions,
how they make our bodies feel, and ways to manage big feelings.

We have also loved preparing for Christmas, including our nativity
performance and welcoming families into school for a festive art and
craft session. z
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Purple Class took part in the pantomime “Aladdin in Trouble,”
and it was a wonderful experience for everyone involved. 

The children had so much fun learning their lines, practising
the dialogue, and working together to create prompts to
support the performance. 

They also loved dressing up as the characters and bringing
the story to life through acting and expression. The
confidence, teamwork, and enthusiasm they showed were
fantastic to see.

Every child performed brilliantly, and they truly shone like
stars on stage! �

Purple Class

DECEMBER 2025
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A huge thank you to all the teams—and to the pupils from Asteroid, Saturn, Apollo, Venus,
Neptune, and Mars—who joined us at the Saipem offices for today’s carol singing. 

This was a very special opportunity for our pupils to experience performing in a
professional setting, and they absolutely rose to the occasion.

 Each class sang beautifully, helping to create a warm, calm, and joyful Christmas
atmosphere that was appreciated by everyone present.

It was wonderful to see our pupils engage with confidence and enthusiasm, supporting
each other and sharing their hard work with the wider community. 

Experiences like this help build self-esteem, teamwork, and a sense of pride in their
achievements. We are so grateful to Saipem for hosting us and to all the staff and

volunteers who helped make the day so memorable. 

Thank you to our pupils for their effort, courage, and the joy they brought to the event—it
was truly a celebration of their talents and spirit.

Dysart SchoolDECEMBER 2025

Christmas carol singing
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Dysart School

New Swings thanks to a generous donation

Pupils have been enjoying the new swings that have been added to the play area this
term. 

The swings are always popular amongst pupils of all ages so it is incredible to have been
able to install new swings on the field thanks to the CiaO Foundation and the generosity
of Fidum Property Management.

The CiaO Foundation was found in 2016 by Geoffrey Barber who survived a serious car
crash. 

Ciao stands for Challenge is an Opportunity and its aim is helping and supporting people
overcome significant challenges in their lives. 

The Foundation has generously supported other projects at Dysart School including the
Sensory room refurbishment and riding lessons. We are incredibly grateful for their
ongoing support.

CiaO Foundation

DECEMBER 2025

https://www.ciaofoundation.com/
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Class Fund Annual Reviews
Review meetings are virtual; if you require them to
be face to face, you must request this in advance
Due to increased student numbers, if you do not
attend the review on the day, the meeting will go
ahead without you
You are always given the opportunity to raise
points prior to the meeting so it is helpful if you do
this even if you do plan to attend.

To contribute please log on to
your Arbor account and from
the homepage click on School
Shop items and Class fund.
The starting contribution is
£5 and you can increase this
by changing the quantity. 

Volunteers Cashless school
Dysart is now a cashless school, and you will need
to pay for lunches and activities/trips through your
Arbor account. Please contact the school office if
you need help logging on to Arbor
If we have a charity day in school, we will send a
link for the chosen charity so that you can donate
directly.

We are looking for any parents
who would like to support in
class. Please note you will not
be placed in class with your
child. If you’re interested in
supporting please contact the
office for more information.

Dysart School

School Information

DECEMBER 2025



FAMILY FOCUS
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Family Support Office  Tel: 0208 4122600 ext. 3808

Our door is always open and the kettle is always on for anyone
requiring advice or guidance in finding support for their family or
child in school and beyond.

Family Support Team

Kara Walters Family Support Lead- Tues/Weds:
kwalters@dysartschool.org
Christine Powell Family Support Worker- Weds–Fri:
cpowell@dysartschool.org 

Local Events 

Head2head sensory theatre: PANTOMIME

Jack and the BeanSTEM is a fun interactive and inclusive pantomime
where 

children are allowed to join in! Join Jack and his Mum on their adventure 
at this year’s pantomime. 

The CornerHOUSE, Surbiton. Saturday 20  Decemberth

https://h2hsensorytheatre.com/product/jack-and-the-beanstem-
pantomime/

The Magical Christmas Grotto SEN - 2025

Chessington Garden Centre is offering a 
SEN friendly grotto on selected dates. 

Meet Father Christmas in a more relaxed 
and inclusive way. 

https://chessingtongardencentre.digitickets.co.uk/
event-tickets/68496?catID=65276&navItem=1017804

Winter magic at Polesden Lacey

mailto:kwalters@dysartschool.org
mailto:cpowell@dysartschool.org
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Hygiene help 

Toileting
If you are looking for additional help with toileting you can 

access support via the Pre and Post Diagnostics Team in Kingston. 
They can offer advice and help create an action plan specific to your child. 
You can self refer if you live in the Borough of Kingston via their website. 

https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral

For those looking for nappies/pads larger than the usual brands for their child,
we have had several parents who have recommended the below as a cheaper alternative to Tena. 

Hair cuts

Dentist 

We appreciate that haircuts can be extremely stressful for our families.
There are some hair salons and barbers that can be more accommodating for young

people with SEN. Here are some that the local authority have recommended:

Peter Cross barbers just down from Dysart main site have previously accommodated
Dysart students.  
Another parent has recommended Kings Cuts in Stonleigh where you can book online
and have the same barber and seat every time. 
The local authority also have links with the following hairdressers, some of which will
come to your home

https://snippetydodahs.com/
https://coolcutsforkids.co.uk/

https://www.londonsensoryhaircare.co.uk/contact-us/
https://www.sallyscuts4kids.com/contact

 

As a student at Dysart School your child is eligible to be seen by a
specialist NHS Dentist team who are better able to accommodate
young people with SEN. You can fill in the form posted on Dojo to

request an appointment. 

https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1883&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fyourhealthcare.org%2Four-services%2Ffamily-support-service-before-and-after-diagnosis%2F&t=bc81d91aa9c1ec011fff4338f31178ffe7e45217
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1883&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fsnippetydodahs.com%2F&t=28a4b09ba6ed9a98e534f36c8e53483634af5c8c
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1883&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcoolcutsforkids.co.uk%2F&t=7bd5cef8a317e36b2d7e8ec0457693c64574315e
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1883&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.londonsensoryhaircare.co.uk%2Fcontact-us%2F&t=1b7080cdfc27b2f60791f7ec0fc1f95822d7f157
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1883&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sallyscuts4kids.com%2Fcontact&t=a2a082f0c962de4a415f9567f2be1482e03bc294


A group of Siblings came together on 26  November to jointh

in some Festive Fun .
We had arts and crafts with a competition to design and

build a sleigh for Santa.

Sibling
Festive Fun

Family Support Office  Tel: 0208 4122600 ext. 3808

DECEMBER 2025 Dysart School
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Valentines day
13  February th

Eid 
16th March

Chinese new year
25  February th

World book day
6  Marchth

Dysart School

Coming up next term...

DECEMBER 2025

Red Nose Day
20  Marchth



DATE TIME EVENT/OBSERVANCE

February 

13 Feb All Day Wear red for valentines day (observed in class)

25 Feb All day Chinese New Year (observed in class)

March 

6 Mar All Day World Book Day

2-6 Mar All week Careers week

16 Mar Eid - Parent led event

20 Mar All Day RED NOSE DAY - (wear red) (observed in class)

TBC TBC Infants Easter event in school TBC

TBC TBC Latchmere Easter event TBC

TBC TBC Middle and Upper school TBC

TBC TBC Juniors activity - easter activity TBC

Events & Observances
Educating, Enabling, Evolving

Here are some key dates for your diary for Spring term 

*more information and posters will be shared nearer the time


