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NEWSLETTER

Message from Principal, Leigh Edser
As we come to the end of a very long and busy 8 week term, I am
sure we will all welcome the half term break.   There has been so
much going on and you will be able to read about it in the pages
below or on our website

But we started the term by welcoming over 30 new students to
Dysart School and the new satellite sites at Latchmere Road,
North Kingston.  The new site on Latchmere School grounds is
known as Discovery House and the old Apollo 2 site is known as
Discovery Den.  The children have all settled in well and the staff
have enjoyed getting to know the children too.

We have had new, much needed, additional swings added to our
adventure play at the back of the school, the pool is a firm
favourite with most of our students who all get to swim once a
week, and we have observed Black History Month, ADHD
Awareness and Diwali in class.

It goes without saying that I hope you all have a very restful break
and we look forward to another exciting term starting on Tuesday
4  November for students.th

Dysart SchoolOctober 2025

October Half Term
27  - 31  Octoberth st

Inset day
3  November rd

Pupils return 
4  Novemberth

Inset day 
19  December th

Christmas Half Term
22  December - 2  Januarynd nd

First Day Back 
5  Januaryth

Term Dates

https://dysartschool.org/news/
https://dysartschool.org/
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Gold Class
Our first few weeks have been busy and exciting as we
got to know each other. We have been working hard on
reading and writing, cooking, and learning about
extreme weather.  

We have also been practising typing sentences and
sharing the things we like and dislike. Alongside our
classroom learning, we have been enjoying swimming,
companion cycling, and soft play too!
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Apollo Tolworth 
This term, as part of our Ascentis Independent Living
Qualification, we’ve been focusing on Public
Transport. Students have been using Google Maps to
plan bus journeys, learning about travel times,
departure points, and destinations.

They especially enjoyed comparing routes and last
week put their skills into practise with a successful
trip to Kingston for McDonald’s, travelling safely and
independently. Next, we’re looking forward to
planning trips by train and further developing our
travel skills!

Amber Class 
This term, Amber Class have been visiting Yorda and
we have been having a fantastic time! Each session
has given us the chance to take part in fun, hands-on
activities while building our confidence and teamwork
skills.

We’ve really enjoyed spending time outdoors, trying
new things, and learning in a different environment.
Everyone looks forward to our Yorda visits each week
— it’s been a wonderful experience for the whole class!
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Neptune Class has started the Autumn term with lots of
learning outside the classroom!

Every Wednesday, we visit Tolworth Gym to stay active and
have fun. 

On Thursday mornings, our KS4 group travels by bus to Aldi
in Epsom to shop for classroom supplies.

Every Friday we visit our local Sainsbury’s to buy ingredients
for our meal preparation sessions.

These trips help us build maths, reading, and travel training
skills while learning in real-life settings.

Dysart School

Chameleon Class has been settling into the new
school year! Some students are getting used to new
adults and classmates, while others are adjusting to a
completely new school. 

We’ve enjoyed exploring sensory activities, learning
about our likes and dislikes, and getting familiar with
different areas of the classroom while following daily
schedules. In maths, we’ve explored numbers and are
now discovering shapes. Everyone is making great
progress, and our adults can’t wait to see us continue
to thrive!

Chameleon Class
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Neptune Class 

Saturn Class 
Saturn class enjoyed a visit to the Sea Life Aquarium
this week as part of our Steps to Independence unit,
Getting Out and About. The trip was a great chance to
practise travel training and build confidence exploring
central London. We travelled by bus to Surbiton and
then by train to Waterloo. At the aquarium, we loved
seeing the sea animals—especially the glowing jellyfish
and turtles! Afterwards, we had lunch in Jubilee
Gardens before returning to school.

It’s been an amazing start to the year, and Saturn class
has quickly settled in with new friends, staff, and
learning. We’re excited for what’s ahead!
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Coral Class has had a colourful start to the term! The
children have been exploring colours in fun and creative
ways, sorting them into different groups and
discovering all the beautiful shades around the
classroom and school. 

They’ve also been sequencing hoops using visual aids,
paying close attention to size, colour, and order. It’s been
a fantastic way to learn through play, and everyone in
Coral Class has really enjoyed getting creative!

Dysart School

Asteroid Class has launched an exciting mini-
enterprise this term — a Car Wash & Hoover Service!
For just £3, the team offers a full clean, inside and
out. 

Students have been busy working together to wash,
rinse, dry, and hoover cars, showing great teamwork,
enthusiasm, and having lots of fun along the way. 

This project is a fantastic opportunity for them to
develop independence, responsibility, and vocational
skills, while providing a valuable and much-
appreciated service to the school community.

Asteroid Class Mini Enterprise
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Coral Class

Ruby Class 
Ruby Class has had a fantastic start to the school year! We’ve
been exploring our new classroom, getting to know our
classmates, and settling into routines. In English, we’ve been
reading stories, discussing how the characters feel, and relating
these emotions to our own experiences. In maths, we’ve been
practising counting and exploring numbers in different ways.

We’ve also been developing our social skills through turn-taking
activities and sharing our likes and dislikes. A highlight of the term
has been our visits to Tolworth Gym, where we’ve had lots of fun
being active together. It’s been a wonderfully busy and positive
start to the year for everyone in Ruby Class!
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We’re excited to announce that Purple has recently joined
the Tennis Club and will be attending practises every
Monday. This is a fantastic opportunity to stay active, learn
new skills, and be part of a supportive and energetic team. 

The Tennis Club welcomes students of all skill levels and
focuses on teamwork, sportsmanship, and having fun while
improving their game. 

Purple’s enthusiasm for trying something new is inspiring,
and we can’t wait to see their progress on the court
throughout the term. 

Keep up the great work, Purple — we’re all cheering you on!
¯

Purple Class
OCOTBER 2025

Opal Class
Opal Class had a fantastic time celebrating Diwali, the
festival of lights! 

We enjoyed exploring bright colours, paints, and Rangoli-
inspired patterns. The children had lots of fun
experimenting with different materials, mixing colours,
and designing their own unique patterns in glitter. 

Our classroom was bursting with colour and excitement as
we learned about this special celebration!Pink Class

This term Pink Class have been exploring their 
emotions and engaging their senses through a range of
hands-on activities. One of the highlights has been their
sandwich-making sessions, where students have been
practising their fine motor skills while experimenting
with different ingredients. 

Through touching, smelling, and tasting a variety of
foods, they’ve discovered new textures, flavours, and
smells — all while building confidence and independence
in the kitchen. It’s been a wonderful way for the class to
combine sensory learning with creativity and fun!
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It has been a lovely start to the term, and all the children in
Ivory Class have settled in beautifully. We have been enjoying
our class story The Grumpy Hat, which has given us lots of
opportunities to explore our emotions in a fun and meaningful
way. 

The children have been learning to recognise different
feelings and talk about what might make us feel happy, sad, or
– just like the hat – a little bit grumpy! 

We are so proud of how well everyone has engaged and are
looking forward to more exciting learning together

Ivory Class
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Mars Class
Mars class have been busy enhancing their learning
environment with a trip to IKEA as well as improving and
maintaining our breakout space during our Working as a
Caretaker sessions. All of our students have demonstrated
excellent awareness of accessing the community, conducting
themselves safely and being polite to members of the public. 

As a reward for working hard and completing a great first
half-term the class went to Burger King for lunch on the
penultimate day of school before the break. Once again, the
behaviour of all of our learners was impeccable at the
restaurant and everyone enjoyed being out for lunch
together. 

Emerald Class
In emerald class during literacy we were focusing on
a story called ‘it’s ok to be different’, where we were
exploring different props we could put on. 

We were then identifying which of our peers were in
the picture and what prop they were wearing. 

We had so much fun with this story and loved
dressing up. 
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Rocket Class have been zooming off on exciting
Companion Cycling adventures this half term! û♀) 

Everyone had so much fun pedalling through Bushy
Park, spotting the colourful autumn leaves and feeling
the cool breeze as they rode along. 

The class loved exploring the outdoors together — what
a wonderful way to enjoy the autumn season! 8

Dysart School

In The Den, students have been exploring a variety of
sensory trays, each offering unique textures, materials,
and experiences to engage their senses. 

They’ve also been practising important social skills, such
as taking turns and sharing with their classmates while
enjoying the activities. 

It’s been wonderful to see everyone participating,
cooperating, and having fun as they learn through
sensory play!

The Den 
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Rocket Class

Gecko Class
This term in Gecko we have been working on settling
back into our class and building relationships with our
staff members . 

As well as this we have been working on things we like
and don’t like! 

We have had lots of fun exploring different textures
and smells and taste. 
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Last Friday, Venus class attended Collings Hanger Farm
with the support and funding of the Country Trust. 

The class met Harry the pet sheep as well as calling the
loud cows over; we fed the pigs apples then sprinkled
bird feed around the farm. 

They had a hands on experience, touching, exploring and
feeding a variety of animals, exploring the countryside
and engaging/communicating with each other.

Venus Class

OCOTBER 2025

The Hub
This term, we’ve been busy exploring nature and
discovering the many ways it can change and
transform. 5 This week’s focus was on volcanoes —
learning about what they’re made of, the different
types that exist, and how they erupt. 

The highlight of the week was when the students got
to make their own volcanoes, bringing their learning to
life through a fun, hands-on science activity! �
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Dysart Delights Cafe 

We’re excited to announce that the brand-new Dysart Delights Café will be opening its
doors on Monday, 10th November, just after the half-term holidays!

The café will offer a warm and welcoming space for students, staff, and visitors to
enjoy a delicious range of drinks, snacks, and freshly made treats. Whether you’re
grabbing a quick coffee between lessons or meeting friends for a chat, Dysart Delights
promises to be the perfect spot to relax and refuel.

Make sure to pop in from Monday and be among the first to sample what’s on offer —
we can’t wait to welcome you!

OCTOBER 2025
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Class Fund Annual Reviews
Review meetings are virtual; if you require them to
be face to face, you must request this in advance
Due to increased student numbers, if you do not
attend the review on the day, the meeting will go
ahead without you
You are always given the opportunity to raise
points prior to the meeting so it is helpful if you do
this even if you do plan to attend.

To contribute please log on to
your Arbor account and from
the homepage click on School
Shop items and Class fund.
The starting contribution is
£5 and you can increase this
by changing the quantity. 

Volunteers Cashless school
Dysart is now a cashless school, and you will need
to pay for lunches and activities/trips through your
Arbor account. Please contact the school office if
you need help logging on to Arbor
If we have a charity day in school, we will send a
link for the chosen charity so that you can donate
directly.

We are looking for any parents
who would like to support in
class. Please note you will not
be placed in class with your
child. If you’re interested in
supporting please contact the
office for more information.

Dysart School

School Information

OCTOBER 2025
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Family Support Office  Tel: 0208 4122600 ext. 3808

Our door is always open and the kettle is always on for anyone
requiring advice or guidance in finding support for their family or
child in school and beyond.

Family Support Team

Kara Walters Family Support Lead- Tues/Weds:
kwalters@dysartschool.org
Christine Powell Family Support Worker- Weds–Fri:
cpowell@dysartschool.org 

Upcoming School Events 

Sibling event
26  November 3.45-5.15:th

A popular event for the brothers and sisters of
Dysart students to come together for some

fun and games. Sign up to follow.

Local Events 

Head2head sensory theatre: PANTOMIME

Jack and the BeanSTEM is a fun interactive and inclusive pantomime where 
children are allowed to join in! Join Jack and his Mum on their adventure 

at this year’s pantomime. 
The CornerHOUSE, Surbiton. Saturday 20  Decemberth

https://h2hsensorytheatre.com/product/jack-and-the-beanstem-pantomime/

The Magical Christmas Grotto SEN - 2025

Chessington Garden Centre is offering a 
SEN friendly grotto on selected dates. 

Meet Father Christmas in a more relaxed 
and inclusive way. 

https://chessingtongardencentre.digitickets.co.uk/
event-tickets/68496?catID=65276&navItem=1017804

mailto:kwalters@dysartschool.org
mailto:cpowell@dysartschool.org
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Hygiene help 

Toileting
If you are looking for additional help with toileting you can 

access support via the Pre and Post Diagnostics Team in Kingston. 
They can offer advice and help create an action plan specific to your child. 
You can self refer if you live in the Borough of Kingston via their website. 

https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral

For those looking for nappies/pads larger than the usual brands for their child,
we have had several parents who have recommended the below as a cheaper alternative to Tena. 

Hair cuts

Dentist 

We appreciate that haircuts can be extremely stressful for our families.
There are some hair salons and barbers that can be more accommodating for young

people with SEN. Here are some that the local authority have recommended:

Peter Cross barbers just down from Dysart main site have previously accommodated
Dysart students.  
Another parent has recommended Kings Cuts in Stonleigh where you can book online
and have the same barber and seat every time. 
The local authority also have links with the following hairdressers, some of which will
come to your home

https://snippetydodahs.com/
https://coolcutsforkids.co.uk/

https://www.londonsensoryhaircare.co.uk/contact-us/
https://www.sallyscuts4kids.com/contact

 

As a student at Dysart School your child is eligible to be seen by a
specialist NHS Dentist team who are better able to accommodate
young people with SEN. You can fill in the form posted on Dojo to

request an appointment. 

https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1883&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fyourhealthcare.org%2Four-services%2Ffamily-support-service-before-and-after-diagnosis%2F&t=bc81d91aa9c1ec011fff4338f31178ffe7e45217
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://afc-self.achieveservice.com/service/Pre_and_Post_Diagnosis_SEND_Support_Referral
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1883&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fsnippetydodahs.com%2F&t=28a4b09ba6ed9a98e534f36c8e53483634af5c8c
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1883&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fcoolcutsforkids.co.uk%2F&t=7bd5cef8a317e36b2d7e8ec0457693c64574315e
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1883&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.londonsensoryhaircare.co.uk%2Fcontact-us%2F&t=1b7080cdfc27b2f60791f7ec0fc1f95822d7f157
https://scanner.topsec.com/?d=1883&r=show&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sallyscuts4kids.com%2Fcontact&t=a2a082f0c962de4a415f9567f2be1482e03bc294
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18  December 2025 10 - 12

th

Observed in classes, parents

welcome to join
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Our consultation meetings will be held face to face this
term. Please check your email for details and times for
your child's class. Bookings can be made via Arbor or you
can speak to the office if you need help booking an
appointment. 

This will be an opportunity to meet the wider
team/therapists.

Wednesday 12  November, Dysart main siteth

190 Ewell Road, Surbiton, KT6 6HL

Please note there is no parking on the school site.

Make sure to book via Arbor online (not in the app)

Parents Meetings 

Coming up next term...

Razzle Dazzle
18 December

OCTOBER 2025

Children in Need
15 November

Sibling Event
26 November

Christmas Jumper
Day
12 December



Events & Observances
Educating, Enabling, Evolving

Here are some key dates for your diary for Autumn term 

*more information and posters will be shared nearer the time

DATE TIME EVENT/OBSERVANCE

November

4 Nov All week Diwali (Parent Lead)

11 Nov All day Remembrance Day (observed in classes)

15 Nov All Day Children in need (Observed in Classes)

December 

12 Dec All day Christmas Jumper day (observed in classes)

15 Dec Afternoon Christmas Dinner (Upper school)

16 Dec Afternoon Christmas Dinner (Middle School (inc Apollo))

16 Dec Afternoon Christmas Dinner (Lower School

17 Dec Afternoon Christmas Dinner (Latchemere)

18 Dec 10-12 Razzle Dazzle


