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NEWSLETTER

A very festive season
We’ve spread lots of joy this half term

We hope you have all enjoyed our festive events towards
the end of this half term. We have been so excited to
show off our amazing singing voices, acting abilities and
how we can all work together to do amazing things. 

We are extremely proud of all of our students this half
term, it’s been a very busy one, and they have all coped
so well and shown how brilliant they all are. 

Thank you to our families for all the lovely end of term
gifts and kind words of support for the staff team, these
are really appreciated by all. 

We hope you enjoy the holiday period and a well
deserved break. See you all in the New Year. 
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Back to school
Monday 6 January

Half term
17 - 21 February

Inset day 
Monday 24 February

Back to school 
Tuesday 25 February

Last day of term
Friday 4 April

Easter Holidays
7  - 21 April

Term Dates
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Our primary classes were hard at work across the
half term rehearsing for their Christmas Nativity. 
Our shining stars took to the stage at Christ Church
to perform the Nativity and we were so impressed
with how well all our students did - we hope you
were too.

Lower School Nativity
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Our upper school classes took to the stage to
perform Cinderella Rockerfella the pantomime... Oh
yes they did! 
A huge well done to all the classes involved in this
fabulous production full of fun, enthusiasm and
some brilliant singing. 
We hope you all enjoyed their fabulous performance
at the Cornerhouse Theatre! Check out our
instagram to see our highlights reel and hear their
beautiful singing!

Upper School Panto
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Razzle Dazzle
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Diwali Event

Our year 6 students enjoyed 2 nights at Butlins
for their residential this term. They enjoyed a
variety of activities such as swimming, walks on
the beach, bowling, the funfair and saw multiple
shows. It was lovely to see so many smiling faces
in all the photos as our students enjoyed their
trip away. 

We’re looking forward to our next residential for
our year 9s later in the year.

Thank you to all staff who supported on this trip
and for our Heads of Department for organising.

Residential for year 6

All students enjoyed our belated Diwali
celebrations at the start of term. With help from
our wonderful parent volunteers we all had a go at
painting Diya lamps, making rangoli patterns with
rice lentils and pasta, creating fireworks in our
water tray, reading books and listening to music.

Thank you so much to our parent volunteers who
supported this event. Our next parent event will be
Eid in the Spring Term so if you’re interested in
supporting us please get in touch via the office.

Class Fund Annual Reviews
Review meetings are virtual; if you require them to
be face to face, you must request this in advance
Due to increased student numbers, if you do not
attend the review on the day, the meeting will go
ahead without you
You are always given the opportunity to raise
points prior to the meeting so it is helpful if you do
this even if you do plan to attend.

To contribute please log on to
your Arbor account and from
the homepage click on School
Shop items and Class fund.
The starting contribution is
£5 and you can increase this
by changing the quantity. 
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Air Charter Visit

To get in the festive spirit in December we
had the pleasure of attending carol singing
alongside Orchard Hill College at the Sapiem
offices in Kingston. Several of our students
attended and put on their best performances. 

We were even reunited with some ex-pupils
who have recently transitioned on to college
this year and it was great to see so many
familiar faces. It definitely got us into the
festive mood and helped us spread Christmas
cheer to our local community. 

Carol Singing at Sapiem

This term we took some of our Post-16 students
across the road to the Air Charter offices to say a
big thank for their continued financial support. Air
Charter have supported Dysart for many years
through their fundraising efforts which have
enabled us to fund many projects from our soft play
to the outdoor gym.
It was a fantastic opportunity to meet lots of the
staff and tell them about Dysart and what we do
here; we enjoyed seeing all of the Christmas
decorations and gave school a wave from the top
windows!

Volunteers Cashless school
Dysart is now a cashless school, and you will need
to pay for lunches and activities/trips through your
Arbor account. Please contact the school office if
you need help logging on to Arbor
If we have a charity day in school, we will send a
link for the chosen charity so that you can donate
directly.

We are looking for any parents
who would like to support in
class. Please note you will not
be placed in class with your
child. If you’re interested in
supporting please contact the
office for more information.
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We love to share real photos of our students
and school in action. 
Please make sure you have provided
permissions for your child’s photo to be used
(if you are happy to) so we can feature them
in things like our newsletter, on our website or
on our social media page. 

Login to your arbor account to update your
permissions 
SIGN IN HERE
or download the Arbor app

Follow us on Instagram

We’re always adding new stories,
updates and info to our Instagram
account. It also features news from
Orchard Hill Academy Trust. 

Don’t forget to follow us to stay up to
date and to see all the lovely activities
we’ve been up to.

@dysartschool

A BIG thank you from FODS
We’re almost half way through our school year and we just
wanted to take a moment to thank all of our generous
donors and supporters for getting involved in our events
this term. As many know for the past 2 years we have
been raising money for a new school mini bus and we are
delighted to confirm that thanks to everyone’s continued
support we have reached our target of £50,000! 

A huge thank you to Air Charter Institute who raised
almost half of our overall target. Stay tuned for updates as
we get our new wheels in motion!

£263.32Spooky Dress Up Day

£163.24Kew Gardens Raffle

£851.00Razzle Dazzle Raffle

TOTAL RAISED THIS TERM:  £1277.56

Ali and the FODS Team x

https://login.arbor.sc/
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Our students at Apollo Tolworth have been working
closely with Achieving for Children as part of their
‘Young Voice Participation Sessions’ These are hosted
at Moore Lane on a Monday and invite young people to
connect and learn new skills together and provide
feedback.  They do offer some after school sessions
so for more information please click here

Participation Sessions with AfC

Childrens
Mental Health
Week
3 Feb

FODS AGM
27 Jan

Coming up in the new year...

Fussy Eating
Workshop
5 Feb

Coffee Morning

Speech and Language and Occupational Therapy teams
hosted a coffee morning at the beginning of December
for parents:  ‘Communicate and Regulate’. 
This session looked at managing the Christmas period.
There were a range of resources for parents to take
away and lots of insightful tips and tricks for a merry
Christmas holiday period. We hope parents enjoyed this
workshop - there’ll be more coming in Spring term.

https://kr.afcinfo.org.uk/pages/local-offer/information-and-advice/participation-and-involvement-activities/participation-for-children-and-young-people
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DATE TIME EVENT/OBSERVANCE

January

27 Jan 7 - 9pm Dysart Champions AGM

February

3 Feb All week Childrens Mental Health Week

5 Feb TBC Fussy Eating Workshop

14 Feb All day Wear Red for Valentines Day - FODS

March

5 Mar TBC Regulate and Thrive Workshop 

6 Mar All day World Book Day - Dress up 

21 Mar All day Red Nose Day

24 Mar All week Year 9 Residential 

26 Mar 3.45-5.15pm Spring Sibling Event

28 Mar TBC Eid Celebration - Parent Volunteers needed

Spring Term dates for your diary



RE-INTRODUCING
Friends of Dysart School

Our new look
We have a new identity to represent
the Friends of Dysart School Charity
and the Dysart Champions
collectively. A unified team working
together to support Dysart School...
with just a little added sparkle
because we make the magic happen!

Who are we?
You might have heard us referred to as 
The Dysart Champions are the people who work behind the scenes for our
PTA Friends of Dysart School. The team of ‘champions’ is made up of
families, staff and the wider community. If you’d like to become a
‘champion’ please get in touch, we’re always looking for new recruits.

Friends of Dysart School aka
This is our charity name for our PTA - raising money to support projects for
our school community, whether that be resources for the school such as
bikes or scooters or organising events for the community to enjoy.

Get in touch FODS@dysartschool.org

‘Dysart Champions’

FODS

Ali McCourt - Chair
Magdalena Rybicki- Vice Chair
Zeinab Malas - Secretary
Andrew Stodhart - Treasurer

Trustees
Edel Harris, Leigh Edser, Stephanie Cruse,
Penny Jelbert, Joanna Williams

Parent volunteers
Lucy, Miriam, Saliha, Jaquelinne

Staff volunteers
Sophie, Christine, Kara
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