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Term dates

Last day of term
Wednesday 20 December 
Christmas holidays
Thursday 21 December - Friday 5 January 
Back to school
Monday 8 January 
INSET Day 
Friday 9 February
Half term
12 - 16 February
Back to school 
Monday 19 February  

Arbor 

A reminder to please regularly log on
to your Arbor account. 

If you need any help please contact the
office who will be able to help. Please
log on with the email account you have
given to Dysart School. To access Arbor
please go to 
https://dysart-school.uk.arbor.sc/ 

020 8412 2600  Dysart-Office@dysartschool.org
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A Message from the Principal
Dear families,

We are a third of the way through another school year and I have been so impressed by
our students progress; working to develop their independence, relationships and
communication - especially when out in the local community. 

It has been a delight to see our students enjoying a wide variety of activities and events
throughout the school year. Some highlights have been the return of our year 6
residential trips, Saturn Class opening their cafe, the opening of the Hub, and Venus
Class creating Christmas boxes for vulnerable children in the local community just to
name a few.

Thank you all for your continued support, we have enjoyed welcoming you all in to
Dysart for our Christmas events over the past few weeks. 

We hope you have a restful break and we will see you all back in 2024. 

Leigh Edser, Principal

Follow us on Instagram @DysartSchool

https://dysart-school.uk.arbor.sc/
https://dysart-school.uk.arbor.sc/
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Cashless School
Dysart is now a cashless school, and
you will need to pay for lunches and
activities/trips through your Arbor
account
We use Arbor as our whole school
form of communication, so it is
important that you regularly
checkyour emails
Please contact the school office if
you need help logging on to Arbor
If we have a charity day in school, we
will send a link for the chosen
charity so that you can donate
directly

Absence

EHCP Reviews
Review meetings are virtual;    
if you require them to be face
to face, you must request this
in advance
Due to increased student
numbers, if you do not attend
the review on the day, the
meeting will go ahead without
you
You are always given the
opportunity to raise points
prior to the meeting so it is
helpful if you do this even if
you do plan to attend.

020 8412 2600  Dysart-Office@dysartschool.org
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Please DO NOT use Class DoJo to report a student absence
Please call the school office before 8.30am if your child will not be attending school.
The number is 020-8412-2600. If the call is not answered, please leave a message.
You can also email the office inbox on Dysart-office@dysartschool.org
Absence should be reported on a daily basis unless agreed (if your child has a
medical issue, for example, where you know they will be off for several days)

All our students are entitled to a Freedom Pass which help us when taking
students out on community visits
Please contact Christine Powell on cpowell@dysartschool.org or call her via
the school office to discuss this as she can help you to apply
We are happy to keep Freedom Passes in school and send them home in the
holidays or they can be sent to school in your child’s bag each day.

Freedom Passes

mailto:cpowell@dysartschool.org


As a class, we enjoyed a winter walk around
Kingston. We got on the bus and once we got
there we had a lovely riverside walk where we
saw the Clatter Bridge (built in 1175, which
makes it one of the oldest bridges in England!).
We carried on to the markets, and on our way
we were amazed by all the festive decorations
and lights. This was followed by a quick stop at
John Lewis, and a pit stop at the café. We were
so impressed with the students as they all sat
down together and decided what drinks to get.
A couple of students took the orders and wrote
them down, then gave their order to the staff.
When the drinks were ready, they all helped to
carry the drinks to our table. Fantastic team
effort! 
Once the mugs where empty and our bellies full,
we walked towards the bus to go back to Apollo.
Great day!

Apollo TolworthApollo Tolworth
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This half term in cooking, Amber Class have been making coleslaw. Students have
been working hard learning to use peelers and graters on the vegetables. Some of us
find the coleslaw tasty but some find the onions a bit too strong!

Amber ClassAmber Class
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We have had a wonderful Autumn term. As the days have become shorter, we have been
learning and getting involved with different festivities. We had a great time celebrating
Diwali enjoying all the different foods and wonderful coloured lights. We are very grateful
to all the parents who came to school to help with this. We have helped to raise money for
Children in Need by making our special bear biscuits following our instructions and honing
our maths skills.
Our Nativity has been so much fun, learning our class song, making our props, and getting
dressed up as the Angels that we are! We are ready for a well-deserved rest!
Happy Christmas from us all in Ivory class.

Ivory ClassIvory Class

Apollo 2 have been attending companion
cycling, peddling through Bushy Park each
Wednesday morning with their friends and
teachers. 
Our beginners have learnt how to build
their confidence and push themselves to
cycle further. 
Our stronger riders have liked perfecting
their cycling on bigger bikes and without
foot straps. We have loved spotting
different animals along our route and
enjoying our outdoor learning.

Apollo KingstonApollo Kingston  



This half term, Rocket class have been busy getting ready
for Christmas. Some of our students went to the shops and
bought ingredients for our Christmas bake off. We did
some practising rolling out the dough, tasting the
ingredients and putting it in the oven.
We have also had the opportunity to go to Bikeability this
term, which our students really enjoyed being out and
going on the school bus.
Rocket class wish everyone a Merry Christmas and an
amazing 2024 ahead.

Venus class have been hard at work creating
Christmas shoe boxes for vulnerable
children in our local community. 
The students used public transport weekly to
visit a range of shops this term; they looked
for the toy / items on their shopping list as
well as alternatives when things didn’t go to
plan! A big thank you to Nune, our parent
volunteer, for supporting our students on
this trip! 
Each student was able to create a fun filled
box packed of items to donate and
understood that these items were to be
given as presents to others. To finish their
boxes, they choose wrapping paper and
helped wrap the boxes. Everyone then
climbed aboard the school minibus and
strapped in the presents - ready to drop
them off to Louise, who was one of the many
volunteers who supported the charity
Smiles2Smiles in collecting lots of items to
be gifted. The volunteers at Smiles2Smiles
were so touched and sent a huge thank you
to our students, their parents and the school
for their support!
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Rocket ClassRocket Class

Venus ClassVenus Class



This half term, Rocket class have been busy getting ready
for Christmas. Some of our students went to the shops and
bought ingredients for our Christmas bake off. We did
some practicing rolling out the dough, tasting the
ingredients and putting it in the oven.
We have also had the opportunity to go to Bikeability this
term, which our students really enjoyed being out and
going on the school bus.
Rocket class wish everyone a Merry Christmas and an
amazing 2024 ahead.

Venus class has been hard at work creating
Christmas shoeboxes for vulnerable children
in our local community. 
The students used public transport weekly to
visit a range of shops this term; they looked
for the toy / items on their shopping list as
well as alternatives when things didn’t go to
plan! A big thank you to Nune, our parent
volunteer for supporting our students on
this trip! 
Each student was able to create a fun filled
box packed of items to donate and
understood that these items were to be
given as presents to others. To finish their
boxes, they choose wrapping paper and
helped wrap the boxes. Everyone then
climbed aboard the school minibus and
strapped in the presents- ready to drop
them off to Louise, who was one of the many
volunteers who supported the charity
Smiles2Smiles in collecting lots of items to
be gifted. The volunteers at Smiles2Smiles
were so touched and sent a huge thank you
to our students, their parents and the school
for their support!
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Rocket ClassRocket Class

Venus ClassVenus Class



It’s been a very busy half term in Chameleon class. We have continued to work on
transitioning around both the classroom and school with more independence. We are  
developing our understanding of the everyday symbols we see at school. In literacy we have
focused on traditional stories such as ‘Goldilocks and the three bears’ and ‘The Three little
pigs’. We have working on our ability to match symbols and words as well as combining
words and symbols to make sentences. In maths we have been identifying big and small
items and have now moved onto looking at full and empty. Finally we can’t forget to
mention how busy we’ve been preparing for Christmas, putting lots of effort into preparing
for our nativity performance and making special things for our families. 
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  Chameleon ClassChameleon Class

Christmas Card WinnersChristmas Card Winners
We are proud of our students who have scooped up 1st , 2nd and 3rd place in the Sir Ed
Davey, MP, Christmas Card Competition this year in the under 19 SEN School Category. 
Well done to Fatimah, Nicholas and Aaminah on their beautiful cards. 

Fatimah, 
Apollo Kingston

Aaminah, 
Apollo Kingston

Nicholas,
Silver Class



We had a great time celebrating Diwali as a school in November. 
All students really enjoyed the opportunity to learn more about this festival. A huge
thank you to the parents who volunteered their time to support us with our celebrations. 
If you would like to help support our students in learning about other festivals and
celebrations please contact the office.
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Diwali CelebrationsDiwali Celebrations



NEWSLETTERDECEMBER
2023

Safwaan - Apollo Tolworth

Safwaan's improvement in the pool is simply amazing. His confidence
in the water has skyrocketed. On top of that, he is consistently putting
a lot of effort into everything he does. Well done Safwaan!

Pupil WOW moments 

Max- Amber Class

A massive achievement for Max this term has been his swimming. He
walked independently into the middle of the swimming pool to
retrieve water toys - a very massive WELL DONE to him!

Itret- Chameleon Class

Itret has really developed her independence at school, transitioning in
and out of school carrying her own lunchbox and requiring less
support at lunchtime. Well done Itret we are so proud of you! 

Christmas Jumper DayChristmas Jumper Day We raised over £100
in aid of Save the Children
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20+ YEARS AT DYSART

15+ YEARS AT DYSART

10+ YEARS AT DYSART

Christine Karin Keely Penny Natalie A Karen Heini Christiane

Fiona Claire Leigh Dita Renata

Sarah Natalie H Rachel Kara Jo Dani Zoe Beka

2020

1515

1010

Steph

Congratulations to our staff for hitting these major milestones. We
appreciate all you have done over your time at Dysart and the students

and families you have supported in this time. We hope to have you with us
for many more years to come.

Rachel

CELEBRATING YEARS OF SERVICE



On behalf of all the Dysart
Champions we want to extend our

thanks to all those who supported our
raffle and Winter Razzle Dazzle event. 

We have been able to raise over
£1400 which will go towards our Mini

Bus fund target of £25,000.

A special thanks to Ali McCourt for being the driving
force, behind the scenes, sourcing our fabulous prizes

for our raffle this year. 

thank you
From Dysart Champions

Happy Christmas and we can’t
wait for more Champions events in

the new year!



See you in the
New Year!

Our door is always open and the kettle is always on for
anyone requiring advice or guidance in finding support
for their family or child in school and beyond.

Family Support Team
Kara Walters Family Support Lead- Tues/Weds:
kwalters@dysartschool.org
Christine Powell Family Support Worker- Mon – Fri:
cpowell@dysartschool.org 

 

FAMILY FOCUS
BoredomBuster
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Check out this year’s lights on London’s most Christmassy street

Lower Morden Lane, Morden, SM4 4SW 

What: Santa Buddies
Where: Netflix

The residents of Lower Morden Lane are leaping into the
Christmas spirit once again and will be showcasing their
extravagant displays of light all along the streets spreading the
festive cheer.
These incredible decorations are renown all over South London
and Surrey and are all for a great cause, with visitors making
charitable donations to the Hospice.

A great road to stroll along to see the lights or to drive through
and enjoy the sights from your car

Check out Richmond Theatre’s relaxed panto
performance of Dick Whittington on Wednesday 3rd
January. More details to be found on their website. 

Relaxed Panto Performance 

What to Watch- Rated U 

What: Winnie the Pooh: 
A Very Merry Pooh Year

Where: Disney+

What: Robin Hood Panto
Where: BBC iplayer/

 Cbeebies

Make your own festive game!

Make some snowmen out of tin cans or paper
cups then tower up and knock down using a ball,

how many can you knock down in one go?

Family Support Office 
Tel: 020 8412 2600 ext. 5266

mailto:kwalters@dysartschool.org
mailto:cpowell@dysartschool.org


Dysart
Delights

L O C A L  P O P  U P  C A F E

Term
Time
Only

MONDAY 10:00- 11:30AM 
CHRIST CHURCH,

8 CHRIST CHRUCH RD, SURBITON, KT5 8JJ

A vision to enable all children with learning
disabilities to have a purposeful and fullfilled life.

Life long social inclusion. 

Hot and cold drinks

Freshly baked
cakes

Friendly
customer

service

Starting
Monday

20th
November

Dysart Events
Educating, Enabling, Evolving

020 8412 2600  Dysart-Office@dysartschool.org



Family Support

Kara Christine

We can help with:

DLA 
Applications

Blue Badge 
Applications

Freedom Pass
Applications

Understanding
the local offer

Support for
siblings

Local Authority
queries and

advice

Understanding
home to school
transport policy

College
applications 

Applying for
secondary

schools

We are Dysart’s dedicated Family Support team here to provide assistance,
guidance and support to our families.  If we can’t help ourselves we can
connect you with the right people to assist you.

Educating, Enabling, Evolving

as well as offering general support and
advice over tea and biscuits. 

020 8412 2600 kwalters@dysartschool.org
cpowell@dysartschool.org



Educating, Enabling, Evolving

More information and dates for upcoming events
will follow

We're pleased to be hosting a variety
of Dysart Events this Spring term for
Parents and Carers
Please add these reminders to your diary 

Dysart Events

DATE TIME EVENT NAME

24 Jan 9.30 - 11.00am Parent Coffee Morning with SEND Advisor

25 Jan 9.30-11.00am STEPS parent support group - By invitation only

29 Jan 7pm - 9pm Dysart Champions AGM

30 Jan 1.30 - 3.00pm  Parent internet and online safety workshop

7 Feb 10-12.00 Communicate and Regulate  SALT & OT Workshop

7 Mar 9.30-11.00am STEPS parent support group - By invitation only

7 March All day World Book Day

15 March all day Red Nose Day

22 March All day Purim

15 Apr All week Parent Meetings


