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College Provision

All information within this directory is for your guidance only and just a brief
snapshot of what is available and where some of our past students have
transitioned to.

We encourage families to research provisions themselves but we are always
on hand to help and advise.



College
Applications

The Process

Applications for College placements are generally submitted in the
Autumn term prior to your son/daughter leaving Dysart but there is no
rule to say that this can‘t be done sooner .

Your case worker should talk through the process with you and discuss
options available and submit a consultation to the LA for your chosen
college , however it is also advisable that you submit your own
applications to the College yourself .

You can apply to more than one College . 

When looking at applications submitted the LA will always look at local
provision over an out of borough placement along with the suitability ,
but this does not necessarily mean that you would not get your preferred
place but is something that needs to be taken into consideration.

Help & Advice
School hosts regular Transition events in the Autumn term where you are
encouraged to come along to meet some of the College providers and find out
more about what they can offer.

In addition to this  there will also be representatives from other service providers
who can advise on other options available.
 



Local Provision

Contact Details
Head of College: Richard Brown
Deputy Head of College: Laura Muir

17 Beaconsfield Road, New Malden, Surrey KT3 3HY
enquiries@orchardhill.ac.uk
0345 402 0453

About Us
Orchard Hill College is an outstanding  specialist college offering life-changing
learning opportunities to young people and adults.
We have eight vibrant college centres across London and Surrey where
committed, specialist teams deliver a range of programmes to meet the needs of
our students.

Our programmes are for students over the age of 16, who have a wide range of
learning abilities and additional needs including: 

Profound and multiple learning difficulties
Moderate learning difficulties
Physical and sensory impairments
Mental health and/or emotional difficulties
Communication and behavioural difficulties
Social and communication disorders e.g. Autism Spectrum Disorders
Specific medical needs

All students are individuals and each programme is as unique as they are. Our
programmes are designed to support and empower each student to achieve their
aspirations and goals, whilst developing skills to become more independent
members of their community.



Out of Borough

At Richmond upon Thames College (RuTC) we have a department dedicated to
students with special educational needs. With specialist trained staff who are
friendly and committed to providing high levels of support to each individual
student.

Our aim is to prepare students for life outside of education and to help them to
integrate into society, whether that is to travel or live independently, find
employment or develop communication skills.

Students have the opportunity of working in our Apple Tree Café and snack shop
and garden, as well as being a part of frequent fundraising activities for various
charities including the College’s chosen charity, Shooting Star Children’s
Hospices.

Advantages of studying Supported Learning at RuTC:

Shortlisted for an Association of Colleges (AoC) Beacon Award in 2017
Specialist trained staff to fully support students
Small class sizes
An abundance of practical work experience
Opportunities to work with employers
Progression

Many of our students progress through the courses offered in our Supported
Learning department. Some students will then progress into mainstream
education and some will go into the workplace or will live independently.
Progression routes are different for every student, our focus is to ensure that the
progression needs of the student are met and that we can help them to transition
from education smoothly.

How to apply
 Admissions department: rutcadmissions@hruc.ac.uk 



Nescot welcomes learners with learning difficulties and/or disabilities.

At Nescot, we provide on-going, tailored support to support students to be
successful in their learning. Students with learning difficulties or disabilities have
a choice of pathways:

Mainstream courses with access to learning support following assessment for
learners meeting the relevant entry requirements.
Courses for students who have mild to moderate learning difficulties and/or
disabilities and those who have no formal qualifications or are not in education.
Foundation Learning for students with moderate learning difficulties offers a
supported learning environment in Seasons Learning Hub providing pathways into
supported living, volunteering or employment.

Out of Borough

Contact us
020 8394 1731
Nescot, Reigate Road, Ewell,
Epsom, Surrey, KT17 3DS



Out of Borough

Ambitious College is part of Ambitious about Autism, the national charity
standing with autistic children and young people.

Pears Campus at West Thames College
 West Thames College, London Road, Isleworth
TW7 4HS
 shl-office@ambitiousaboutautism.org.uk
 020 3873 2201



Out of Borough



Out of Borough

About Great Oaks College
Great Oaks College was opened in September 2018 in purpose built
accommodation on our new site at Gresham Road, Hounslow offering a range of
Further Education opportunities to young people aged 19-25 with moderate,
severe or profound and multiple learning difficulties, including autistic students.

We can offer excellent vocational, educational, sensory and sports facilities and
education delivered by our highly skilled staff team. supported by a range of
qualified therapists and health professional as indicated in their Education
Healthcare plan and our assessment of their needs.



St Piers College provides a warm, friendly, and
unique environment for students aged 19 to 25 and offers
innovative and creative education to both day and residential
students with special educational needs and disabilities.
We provide inspiring and exciting learning environments that
encourage, stretch, and challenge, enabling young people to
develop their aspirations and build their confidence and
independence. Programmes incorporate a multidisciplinary
approach and personalised learning through Personal and Social
Development PSD), Work Based Learning, and Wellbeing and
Relationships, all of which set the foundations for each young
person to achieve and succeed.
Our broad, balanced, and innovative curriculum includes a range
of outdoor and vocational activities incorporating Pathways to
Adulthood, Employment, Independent Living, Community
Inclusion and Health. Personalised programmes are carefully
designed and aligned to the student’s aspirations and interests,
allowing each young person to learn to the best of their ability
and reach their full potential in preparation for the next stage of
their life. 

Out of Borough

How to apply
Applying to St Piers College is quite straightforward and our

expert admissions team are happy to help guide you through the
process and are on hand to answer any questions you may have.

You can call them on 01342 831348 or email
admissionsandplacements@stpiers.org.uk

Whatever the future holds, we will help you get there.

St Piers College | St Piers Lane | Lingfield | Surrey | RH7 6PW



Out of Borough

OUR FACILITIES AND SPECIALIST SERVICES

Our SEND provision is at the heart of our colleges at Activate
Learning. We believe that our learners can achieve anything
with the right support, time and environment.

At each of our campuses, every student will be allocated an
experienced personal tutor who will:

A full range of extra-curricular activities are organised each
year that complement and extend our academic curriculum.
The students have the opportunity to further develop their
social skills, independence, self esteem, self-reliance and
physical capabilities as well as having fun

» support attendance
» set targets and goals
» give careers advice
» help with study skills
» raise awareness of health issues
» offer pastoral care

MERRIST WOOD COLLEGE
Holly Lane
Worplesdon
Guildford
Surrey
GU3 3PE
0800 612 6008

APPLICATION PROCESS

COME TO AN OPEN EVENT
Open Events are a great opportunity to find out more about the

college and its teachers.
Find all Open Event dates and register your place on our website, at

www.activatelearning.ac.uk/events.


