
A Message for you to read: 

  

     

Phonics is one way of teaching children how to make sense of the lines, 
curves and circles that we know as letters. Phonics is a way of teaching 
children how to read and write. It helps children hear, identify and use 
different sounds that distinguish one word from another in the English 
language.

Good Morning, 

Thank you for coming today



At Dysart School
Friday 10th March 



Meet the Team

Reading Leads 

 Steph Cruse 
 Sophie Griffiths
 Marlene Cooper
 Magda Kwiecien



Aims

 To understand some of the reading 
terminology.

 To understand how we are implementing 
phonics for our pupils. 

 To understand how you can support your 
child at home. 



What is Read Write Inc?

 Parent video: Understanding Phonics -

YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bXOJUPNVnLc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bXOJUPNVnLc


What is Phonics?

 Phonics  - the sounds that our alphabet represent.

 We have 26 letters, 44 sounds and 150+ ways of writing those 
sounds!

 It is the most difficult language to crack!



Let’s hear some sounds
 Parent video: How to say the sounds -

YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q


Your turn: time to say the 
sounds:



Terminology

 Phoneme - The smallest unit of sound. There are approximately 44 
phonemes in English .

 Grapheme - A way of writing down a phoneme. Graphemes can be made 
up from 1 letter e.g. p, 2 letters e.g. sh, 3 letters e.g. tch or 4 letters 
e.g ough

 GPC - This is short for Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence. Knowing a 
GPC means being able to match a phoneme to a grapheme and vice 
versa. 



Terminology

 Digraph - A grapheme containing two letters that makes just 
one sound (phoneme).



 Trigraph - A grapheme containing three letters that makes just 
one sound (phoneme). 



Your turn – How many sounds 
do these words have?

3 sounds:

d - o - g

3 sounds:

r - i - ng

4 sounds:

g – l – a - ss

4 sounds:

t – r – u - ck

5 sounds:

s – p – l – a - sh

2 sounds:

h – air



More terminology…

 Oral Blending - This involves hearing phonemes and being able 
to merge them together to make a word. 

 Blending- Looking at a written word and merging the phonemes 
together to read the word

 Oral Segmenting- hearing a word and splitting it into the 
sounds that make that word.

 Segmenting to spell- being able to identify the individual 
graphemes needed to spell the word. 



There are BOUNCY sounds…

…and STRETCHY sounds!

How Do We Teach The 
Sounds?



Your turn: Can you remember 
which sounds are bouncy and 

which are stretchy?

m a sd t l o p

Bouncy

Stretchy



Speed Sounds

The sounds are split up into 3 sets. 

How Do We Teach The 
Sounds?  Continued…



Sounds

Set 2Set 1 Set 3



Fred Talk

 Fred the Frog helps us to learn our sounds!

 He only speaks in sounds!

 He helps the children listen to the sounds and begin 
to blend the sounds together to read the word.

i.e. m-u-d = mud 



Handwriting

 As part of our reading we also develop our handwriting for those 
children that can. Using fun rhymes linking to the phonic sound.



Story book reading

 Once children have learned enough sounds they will move onto 
ditty, then story book reading.  

 The ditty or story correlates with the sounds the children have 
learned as well as working on comprehension. 



How does this look in class?

Learning a new sound



How does it look in class?

Blending 



How can you help?

Enjoy sharing 
stories at 
home- can 
your child say 
the sounds 
they know 
when sharing 
stories?

Check you know how to 
say the sounds in the 
pure form. 

Explore 
sounds at 
home: ask 
class teacher 
what sounds 
they have 
learned- don’t 
skip ahead. 



Questions?



Websites

 The Ruth Miskin Portal has lots of 

information to help parents.

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-

more/parents/

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/
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