
22nd November 2021 

Newsletter 
Pupil Voice  
At Dysart School we have embedded a culture and ethos that values pupil voice and 
allows our children and young people to play an active role in decisions that affect   
their learning and wellbeing. We want to nurture a culture where all pupils feel valued,     
respected and listened to.   
We will be encouraging our pupils to take an active role in reporting to you some of 
their activities taking place in class and out in the community; do look out for these in 
future newsletters. 

Children in Need 
The pupils at Dysart School had great fun celebrating Children in Need this year. 
Activities included a Pudsey themed attention session and for the older students, a Joe Wicks Pudsey workout. 
A highlight of the day was ‘Dysart does Strictly’ where each class was assigned a song to perform in front of their 
peers. 
The students also had great fun decorating Pudsey biscuits. 

Hampton Court Palace 
Saturn students had a wonderful trip to   
Hampton Court recently. They prepared their 
packed lunches, filled their water bottles and used their Chromebook to research how best to get 
there.   
Once they set off, they identified the correct train, followed directions and practiced their road safety. 
They had a great time exploring Hampton Court Palace followed by a chilly walk along the river and 
finished by warming up with a hot chocolate at a local cafe before returning to school.  
We couldn't be more proud of how these young men represented us in the community. 



 

 

Welcome to the new Family Focus section of the newsletter and a message 
from Kara Walters and Christine Powell, our new Family Support team. 
 

Hello 

It has been lovely getting to meet so many new families recently at events that 
have been on offer since our return to school in September, but for those of 
you who have not been able to come into school we would just like to let you 
know about a couple of things we can help with. 
Although travel on buses is free up to the age of 11, travel on trains is not and this can be an added expense to an 
already costly day out. 
We are in a position to help with the application of Freedom Passes which will then entitle your child to free travel 
on trains.  The process for these applications has been made much easier for us as we have all the information  
required, on our system at school, for proof of address, DOB, plus eligibility; so all we would require of you is a  
signature on the application form.  There is also no need to supply a passport photo as we can upload one that, 
again, we have on our system. 
Another application we can help with is the Blue Badge Scheme but please note that any Blue Badge issued must 
not be used unless your son/daughter is in the vehicle as this would be a breach of its use and carries a fine.  
For any other queries you may have regarding assistance please contact either Kara or  
Christine. 
Kara Walters Family Support Lead Wed /Thurs: kwalters@dysartschool.org 

Christine Powell Family Support Worker Mon – Fri: cpowell@dysartschool.org  
Tel: 0208 4122600 ext. 5266 

Skylarks is an independent Richmond upon Thames-based charity that provides 

activities and therapies for children with disabilities and additional needs.  
They also support and provide therapies, courses and information for  
their whole families. 
You do not need a diagnosis or referral to join them and, whilst they 

are based in Richmond upon Thames, there are no geographical  
limitations for our members. Anyone from anywhere is welcome! 
They provide the environment for children with additional needs and their siblings to build 
lasting relationships, while also offering them the opportunity to grow and develop together through play,          
activities and therapies.  
They have of online workshops and courses coming up throughout December for children and parents (they often 
do things for siblings too!), you can find out a bit more here:  https://www.skylarks.charity/whats-on  

 

Family Festive Afternoon Tea 
 

You are invited to join us on Thursday 2nd December, 1.45-3.00pm for an informal afternoon festive tea or 
coffee. 

This is a good opportunity for families to meet up and socialize and we do hope that as many of you that can, 
are able to join us. 

For more information contact Christine cpowell@dysartschool.org 
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Dysart School Celebrates Remembrance Day 
Students across the school celebrated Remembrance Day with a variety of activities including 
decorating poppies and baking cupcakes which were handed out around the school.  

 

Pupils in Apollo 2 were particularly proud of their lovely  
poppy display for the window.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Venus Class were very excited to visit the memorial in  
Surbiton to lay the poppy wreath they had made.  

Update—Jade raises over £400 for Macmillan Cancer Support 
Further to our last newsletter, we are delighted to share with you the picture of Jade,     
a Gecko Class mum who, on 12th November, shaved her head to raise funds for        
Macmillan Cancer Support and on her birthday too! 

What an amazing thing to do to support others who have been affected by cancer – 
even if we haven’t been affected personally, we all know someone who has and the   
impact cancer has on the lives of those diagnosed and their families. To date, Jade has 
raised over £400!  Thank you to all who donated. 
Jade’s JustGiving page is still live if you would like to donate – no amount is too small as 
every little bit makes a big difference. 
Well done Jade – you are a superstar! 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/curvyrantymummy 

Raising Money for Macmillan Cancer Support 

Asteroid Enterprise—Christmas Decorations 
‘’At school in Asteroid class we have been using our communication and engagement  sessions to 
make Christmas decorations. We have been doing different things each day that work together to 
create them.  We have made salt dough, we have cut shapes, we have done some cooking and then 
some painting, decorating and gluing and then we added ribbon.  

 We are asking for £1 for a pack of 4 mixed, hopefully all different.  We have some packs ready to go and we are 
making some more.  With the money we make we are going to be buying items for our next project. 
Please support us.’’ 
 Ahad & Klevis 

 Pupils from Asteroid class will be selling their decorations at the Winter Razzle Dazzle Christmas Fair. 

In Ivory class they explored Remembrance Day 
through sensory play and decorated poppies.  
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Dates for the Diary: 
Tuesday 2nd Dec:  Family Festive Afternoon Tea - 1.45-3.00pm 

Wednesday 8th Dec: Parent & Carer Winter Social including wreath making – details to follow 

    Sibling Party - Winter ‘Funderland’ - 3.45-5.15pm 

Friday 10th Dec:  Winter Razzle Dazzle School Fair - 1.30-3.30pm 

Monday 13th Dec: Student Winter Film Production – details to follow 

Thursday 16th Dec: Last day of term, holiday begins 

Friday 17th Dec:  INSET day, school closed 

Tuesday 4th Jan:  Pupils return for Spring Term, normal start time 

                                      @dysartschool 
                                                     

www.dysartschool.org 

Community Bowling Fun! 
Some of our Saturn students had a fun filled 
community trip and loved reporting back! 
 

‘’We caught the 418 to Kingston to go      
bowling at the Rotunda.’’  

 

They worked together and had a fantastic fun filled adventure - cheering each  
other on the whole way.  
 

‘’After we had our picnic lunch in a sunny park and had a wander through      
Kingston Road to look at some of its features. On the way back to the bus we 
heard someone playing the guitar and stopped to have a dance together.’’ 

WOW! Erin takes Gold at the British Weightlifting Open  
We were very excited to hear that our very own Erin Barton, won a Gold Medal in the Women’s 
71kg category at the British Weightlifting Open 2021 competition at Bangor University this 
month. Erin works as an Emotional Regulation Support Practitioner at Dysart School and has been 
a member of the team for over 5 years. She told us that she had three attempts at 
each of the weights, ‘I got an 85kg Snatch and 110kg Clean and Jerk giving me a 
combined total of 195kg which put me in first place and gave me a Gold medal’ she 
told us.  
Watch out for Erin who will be competing at the British Championships in January. 
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