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Message from the Headteacher 
I am sitting here the day after the Celebration BBQ reflecting on the summer term, how busy it has been and how much we have 
been able to achieve both in and out of the classroom and knowing the Leavers’ Assembly is about to start and we still have four 

days of the last week to enjoy. 
 

It was amazing to see so many families in school to help celebrate the achievements of all our students over the last year.  I am 
so proud of all that they have achieved and of the staff who have supported our wonderful children. 

 

Over the last term we have had the lower school residential trip to Butlins and upper school residentials to PGL on the Isle of 
Wight and to Haven Holidays near Chichester.  The students always have a wonderful time and they gain so much in being away 

from home even for just a few nights.   
Thanks go to all who supported the students on the residentials this year - my dedicated staff give up their time to enable the 

students to have a holiday experience away from family to help them grow in confidence and independence. 
 

Our summer musical was very well attended over two days and there weren’t many dry eyes in the house on both occasions.  I 
am sure you will all agree how much the students enjoyed performing their songs.  The photos, kindly taken by Poppy’s dad, will 

be uploaded to our website shortly. 
 

This year we say farewell to 4 students from Post-16.  It was lovely to see so many families and staff from the past at the leavers’ 
assembly today.  Photos of the students are on the back page of this newsletter. 

 

We are working on improving the use of our website with regular updates of news with photos.  Please do take some time to 
have a look at www.dysartschool.org/category/news/ 

 

It goes without saying that I wish you all a very happy and restful summer and we look forward to seeing everyone back in 
school on Tuesday 5th September and welcoming lots of new students too. 

http://www.dysartschool.org/category/news/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue 

We had a fabulous day at Chessington World of Adventures in June, we 
saw lots of jungle animals and even watched some of them being fed. For 
lots of us our favourite ride was the jungle carousel.  

Blue Class have been having a very busy final term. We started back after Easter learning about and exploring the jungle. We looked 
at different animals and plants and made our own jungle boxes with lots of trees and animals inside. We used the stories ‘Dear Zoo’ 
and ‘Handa’s Surprise’ during our reading, writing and number sessions. 

We have also been busy rehearsing for the Summer Musical. We chose to perform songs from The Lion King, after learning so much about jungle animals. 
We hope you enjoyed it, we definitely did.  

This final half term, our topic is ‘the garden’. We have grown our 
own cress and beanstalks—although there were a few victims to 
the heat and over watering!  We have been learning about plants, 
insects and staying safe in the sun. We were lucky enough to get 
some baby caterpillars and watch them grow into beautiful 
butterflies.  



 

Green 
Our topic this term has been ‘around the world’. The children have enjoyed the opportunity to explore 
different countries and experience their cultures and foods. The chance to taste the food has been a big 
hit and the children have all surprised us with the different foods they were willing to try.  They have also 
enjoyed cooking food from the countries we have visited - making pasta, chapattis and even sushi. They 
have also all had fun making different items related to each place we visited - African masks, rain sticks, 
aboriginal clapper sticks and Chinese dragons. 

The good weather has meant that we have enjoyed getting out and about. We 
have again been to Bushy Park for companion cycling.  Much fun was had cycling 
in the sun and all have improved the distance that they have been able to cycle in addition to getting 
close up to the deer and seeing the park change over time. This half of term we have been visiting      
Hobbledown Farm. The great weather has meant that we have been able to spend lots of time outside 
enjoying the animals and climbing in the playground. 

In literacy, we have enjoyed developing our typing skills as well as working 
on our fine motor skills. In reading we have been looking at non-fiction and 
writing books all about ourselves and in communication the children have 
enjoyed making up their own stories. 

In maths, we have been focusing on developing our understanding of number  
positioning and using this as a step to doing addition from a base number rather 
than counting from 1 each time. We have also been learning about prepositions 
and practicing using them. Our cooking sessions have again been a hit – the     
children have been making both mug cakes and pizzas and enjoying the fruits of 
their labours. 

It has been a pleasure seeing the children tackle new things with relish and growing as the term has progressed. 



 

Orange 
We have had a very busy and enjoyable summer term in Orange Class! We have been focusing on colours and mark 
making. We listened to different stories about colours and took part in colour themed play sessions. All the pupils really 
enjoyed lots of messy art and using different mediums to make marks, such as paint, iPads, glitter and the whiteboard. 
We have also enjoyed using different tools to make marks, such as spikey balls, sponges and our hands.  

As part of our movement morning we have visited Hobbledown Farm and had lots of fun.  We enjoyed exploring the soft 
play areas and having a walk around the zoo. The pupils were very interested in all of the animals and enjoyed it when the 
staff made some silly animal noises. We also had our snack in the café and some of us got the opportunity to use our    
communication aids in a different environment by requesting our snack. We have also been enjoying a sensory PE session 
in the hall with lights, music and scarves and focusing on different movements. We also continue to visit the OT studio on a 
weekly basis which is a fantastic opportunity for us to carry out our OT/Physio programmes. 

In the latter part of the term we had a very successful trip to Chessington World of Adventures. Although it was 
a very hot day we enjoyed the rides and managed to keep cool. It was a lovely day. We have also been rehears-
ing very hard for our performance of ‘I have a dream’ in the summer musical. We are all very proud of how well 
the Orange Class pupils did upon stage in front of everyone. In the coming weeks we are looking forward to 
some wonderful summer themed activities outside and are looking forward to the Celebration BBQ! 



 

Rainbow 
The summer term has been very exciting.  With the weather warming up, we were exploring our world and transferring our gross 
motor skills outside.  This definitely includes water play! 

Our topic this term is Around the World.  We have been exploring different countries, tasting food, finding out about the geography 
of the different countries and even trying to speak the language!  We also found out about the art and music of the countries.  So 
far, we have learnt about America, Hong Kong, Spain and Sri Lanka – very exciting places! 

In our number sessions, we have been trying to link our learning with more practical ways of showing our num-
ber knowledge.  Playing board games, setting out the right number of cups at snack time and counting everyday 
objects in different settings.  We were also noticing numbers in our environment. 
Some students went to Chessington Community College to compete in a Panathlon competition.  They had lots 
of fun and participated in lots of different events.  They came back tired, but with a lovely medal. 

The first part of half term saw Singing Hands coming in to Rainbow class.  We sang lots of songs about different 
countries, including Kookaburra, from Australia.  We also worked on developing our Makaton signing during the 
sessions.  Singing is definitely one of our favourite activities in Rainbow class! 

We also focused on Teddy Tennis in our lower school movement mornings.  Developing our gross and fine motor 
skills is lots of fun and some of us are becoming very good at hitting the tennis balls!   

Practising for the summer performance has been very busy, but still lots of fun.  We really 
enjoyed making up moves for the song, especially as it was all about food, another of our 
favourite topics! 

Chessington World of Adventures was a high point for staff and students – we were quite 
surprised by the tenacity of some of the students in their choice of rides! 

This year has been so much fun and we have learnt so much.  We wish everyone a relaxing summer. 



 

Red 
The summer term has passed very quickly as we’ve been enjoying a variety of fun activities. Our topic has been ‘Around the 
world’ and we have visited a few countries so far. We liked learning some phrases in different languages, tasting food from 
different countries, and learning about less known cultures.  

We had a very successful residential trip, where we tested ourselves in a 
variety of activities such as zip wiring, abseiling, wall climbing, etc. Those 
who stay at school also dealt with a change of routine very well, following 
activities set in another class. 

We carried on with our activities outside of school, such as gardening, swimming and 
horse riding. It’s great to see how much all the students have progressed and how much 
more confident and independent they are.  

We all loved Kids Day Out at Chessington World of 
Adventures, even though it was very hot! 

We are going on our last whole class trip to Brighton in July.                                                                                                          
We are sure it’ll be lots of fun, like all the previous ones :-)         
Have a great summer! 



 

Gold 
The summer term is almost over, and Gold Class have been enjoying a variety of fun activities, especially utilising the fan-
tastic weather by taking many sessions outside onto our field and playground. Then first half of the term we had the topic 
of Africa which was thoroughly colourful and enjoyable! We created some fantastic African art pieces, learnt some tradi-
tional African dances and explored the food and culture. This second half term we have been looking at Travel and 
Transport.  In DT we have built different modes of transport out of junk modelling; testing our home-made planes in the 
playground was a highlight! We have also been taking trips out to the local park and shops, commenting on what modes 
of transport we see.  

We had two very successful residential trips, one to the Isle of Wight and 
one to Haven and the seaside. Pupils enjoyed a variety of activities such 
as zip wiring, abseiling, wall climbing, etc. Those who stayed at school 
also dealt with a change of routine very well, participating in fun         
activities back at school. 

Kids day out at Chessington was great fun, even though it was a very hot day!  

As we come to the end of the summer term we have welcomed 
a new student to Gold Class and rehearsed then performed in 
the fantastic summer musical.   We hope you all have a wonderful summer! 



 Purple 

This term has been full of many great and successful moments:  Some of us from 
Purple Class went on the upper schools three day residential to Haven’s Church 
Farm.  During the residential trip our students went swimming, to the beach, local 
parks and attractions and even a trampoline park.  Another success was our ‘Kids 
Out’ day trip to Chessington World of Adventures; all of our pupils were able to 
access this trip and enjoyed the sights and sounds of such a busy place!  We also 
had our whole school summer musical where Purple class performed a song from 
‘Joseph’ which was a truly wonderful sight to behold. 

Purple Class has made the most of the warm and sunny weather this term and spent plenty of time learning outside of the classroom. The 
pupils have benefitted from two full terms of a repetitive structure to the sessions, including the continued use of rewards and movement 
breaks which has greatly helped shape our learning and classroom environment.  

The first half of this summer time has been an amazing exploration of Africa and all it has to offer. The topic of Africa has enabled us to 
shape some dynamic and fun lessons involving African culture, music, food, literature and wildlife. Throughout the six weeks of this half 
term, Purple Class have focused on a different African animal each week; from giraffes to rhinos and lots in between. We have used 
these animals to guide our literacy sessions about going on a safari and matching symbols of animals and different parts of the body. 
Due to the participation and focus in our maths session from the previous term we have decided not to adapt these sessions too much; 
as to further strengthen the skills of following instructions and more practical life skills such as cooking.  

The second half of the summer term has been centred on the topic of ‘Transport’. With the successful model of the 
previous half-term, focusing on a particular mini topic each week, we have continued this method. Each week we 
look at a different mode of transport and experience that through our lessons of Geography, Design Technology and 
Literacy. In Religious Studies Purple class have been learning about ‘What Muslims Believe’ and focusing on the five 
pillars of Islam. Again our mathematics sessions have been changed slightly to address new targets however they 
remain the same with three different cooking sessions; Making playdough, cooking colour healthy rainbow rice and 
colourful cakes. 

This year has been a fantastic success for Purple Class as a group and also at an individual level. It has also been a very special year for me, as my first year teaching 
such a fantastic group of young people, it has been a wonderful experience that I will never forget and truly appreciate. So a big thank you from me to the Purple Class 
team and the students for being so fantastic throughout the whole year; here’s looking to the future and next year. Wishing everyone a wonderful summer holidays.   



 

Diamond 
Diamond Class have been very busy this half term following the ASDAN modules ‘feeling good’ and ’physical’.  We have 
explored these themes in all of our different areas of teaching. We have grown in numbers, having both a new member 
of staff and a new pupil this term.  

During our Around the World sessions we have travelled to different countries including 
South Africa, America, India and China.  In each destination we have sampled food and 
drink, dressed up, listened to traditional music and in some countries tried writing words.  

Some of our pupils went on school residentials 
either to the Isle of Wight or Pagham; both were 
wonderful and an enjoyable experience was had 
by all with different activities such as rock climb-
ing, bike riding, feeding ducks, swimming and of 
course our favourite a disco.  We have been busy in the local 

community, with some pupils 
visiting Chessington World of 
Adventures, local shops, local 
cafes, Surbiton and parks.  

During our creativity sessions we have been    
looking at bringing the outside indoors, exploring 
different textures and using different items to  
create pictures and pieces of art.  

Our favourite session is ‘get ready 
to learn’ where we all participate in 
these sessions daily, with different 
activities like parachute, throwing 
balls, stretching, running and mind-
fulness calming. 

We have worked really hard on functional use of 
number, matching words, fine motor skills, matching 
colours, writing numbers, and counting this term. 

Diamond class has been a pleasure to teach this year, with both pupils and staff being wonderful and creative. Have a well-deserved, wonderful summer break. 



 

Post-16 The main focus for Post 16 this term has been our very successful residential journeys to Haven Church Farm 
in Chichester. 
The weather was kind to us all and we enjoyed beautiful sunshine for our time away for which we made the 
most of with a trip to the beach and use of the outdoor pool. 
Other activities we took part in were, bowling, cycling, walks around the lagoon and of course the evening 
show time entertainment. 



Students from lower school had a fun-filled residential at Butlins during the final week of the spring 
term.  Taking two groups for two nights away, the students were able to make the most of all that   

Butlins has to offer from the fair ground with its rides, helter-skelter and dodgems to the playground 
and evening entertainment.  Students were very adventurous with their food choices in the restaurants 

and enjoyed eating with all their friends.   

The photos below show just how much fun they had. 



Red Class and other students from upper school had a fun-packed week at PGL on the Isle of Wight.  Trying out new 
activities meant taking many of the students out of their comfort zone which was not only exciting but rewarding for 
all.  Trips the Blackgang Chine and Allum Bay rounded off what was a great week. 



We took groups of upper school students to Church Farm Haven Holidays, in Pagham near Chichester over a two week period during 
the second half of the summer term.  Taking part in such activities as rock climbing, bike riding,  going to the beach, feeding ducks, 
trampolining, swimming and the disco there was enough variety to ensure that all the students had a great time.  



Summer Musical 
Few words are needed to express the amazing success of the students at our summer 

performance where they performed songs from Broadway musicals.   
I will let the pictures below do the talking! 



Our Celebration BBQ on 13th July, to recognise the achievements of all our students over 
the last academic year, as was a huge success.   

 

Our special thanks go to The Worshipful the Mayor and Consort of the Royal Borough of 
Kingston upon Thames, Councillor Julie Pickering & Mr James Pickering                             

and Ed Davey, MP for Kingston and Surbiton who attended and presented the               
Outstanding Awards to students.    



 

 

 

Autumn Term 2017  

Monday 4 September to Friday 20 October 

Monday 30 October to Thursday 21 December 

INSET DAYS 

Monday 4 September 

Thursday 21 December 

 

Spring Term 2018 

Wednesday 3 January to Friday 9 February  

Monday 19 February to Thursday 29 March  

INSET DAYS 

Wednesday 3 January  
Friday 9 February 

Note: Good Friday - 30 March and Easter Monday - 2 April 2018 

 

Summer Term 2018 

Monday 16  April to Friday 25 May  (inc bank holiday on 7 May) 
Monday 4 June to Friday 20 July 

INSET DAY 

Friday 20 July 

Parents’ Evenings  Lower School  Monday 16 October 2017 

      Thursday 22 March 2018 

      Monday 2 July 2018 

 

Parents’ Evenings  Upper School  Tuesday 17 October 2017 

      Thursday 29 March 2018
      Tuesday 3 July 2018  

 

Coffee Mornings  w/c 2 October 2017 

    w/c 29 January 2018 

     

Summer term coffee morning date to be confirmed but will be a parent/
carer and child activity event along the lines of sport, fun and games. 
     

 

Jeans for Genes   Friday 22 September 2017 

Christmas Extravaganza Saturday 2 December 2017 

Christmas Concert  Wednesday 6 December 2017 TBC 

Summer Fair   Saturday 23 June 2018 

Summer Production  26/27 June 2018 

Celebration BBQ  Thursday 12 July 2018 

Leavers’ Assembly  Friday 13 July 2018 

Transition days   18/19 July 2018 

 



Leavers’ Assembly 
We celebrated their time at Dysart School with 4 of our Post-16 students in their Leavers’ Assembly on Friday 14th July; Jem, Linzi, Thomas and Toby will be moving on at the 
end of this term.  We were delighted to welcome family, friends and past staff to remember and reflect on all their amazing achievements during their time with us. 

They have been with us for over a decade and we shall miss them all—Jem for his infectious smile and enthusiasm for joining in all activities; Linzi for her giggles and love of 
moving and responding to music; Thomas for his sense of humour and cheeky banter; Toby (and his every present ‘buddy’ Mitch) for his fun-loving exploration of the South 
Bank and musical lift exploits with Post-16 friends.  We wish them all much happiness for the future and feel sure we will hear from their families about their progress. 


