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Message from the Headteacher 
As the year draws to a close, it is time to reflect on all that we have achieved this academic year.  School life has been 

incredibly busy and we are thrilled to have done so much both in and out of school. 

This term we had two residential trips — Lower School went to Butlins in Bognor Regis and Upper School went to PGL 
on the Isle of Wight; Oily Cart Theatre Company came in to perform for some of our Lower School students; the whole 

school had a fabulous day out at Chessington World of Adventures courtesy of The Rotary Club; we watched as our 
eggs hatched into 9 little chicks who were closely monitored by all the classes in school, and some of our Upper School 

students joined Orchard Hill College Academy Trust and St Philip’s School at the David Weir Leisure Centre in             
Carshalton to take part in the Festival of Sport.  A selection of photographs from these events will be at the end            

of the newsletter. 

The transition to academy status has gone very well and I am sure you will notice very little difference in school.     
However, it is lovely to see so many of our students in the new uniform and we are already enjoying collaborative work 

with the other schools and colleges within the Trust.  The launch of our new web site www.dysartschool.org and the 
use of In Touch, will I’m sure enable better communication between school and home. 

The new building continues to progress but unfortunately will not be ready for September.  I will keep you posted on 
developments and look forward to inviting everyone to its official opening. 

I hope that you all have a very good and restful summer and, as always, look forward to seeing all your wonderful    
children, along with several new students, in school on Tuesday 6th September. 



 

Blue  

We’ve been very busy in Blue class this term! We went to Chessington World of 
Adventures on a school trip. We had so much fun and went on lots of rides.  

We’ve been working hard in sensory circuits, 
rolling and jumping, pulling and squeezing.  

We have been working on 
our gross motor skills using 
the climbing equipment in 
the hall. 

We have been learning about 
different types of transport and 
pretending to drive a car . 



 

Green 
Green Class has had a fun filled Summer term with loads of exciting activities!  The term started 
with some of our students visiting Butlins in Bognor Regis.  They enjoyed going on all the different 
rides and having fun in the water with all the different water activities that Butlins has to offer.  

We returned to Hobbledown and the students loved exploring the 
animal farm, identifying different animals and listening to their   
noises.  The outside climbing area has, once again, been a great 
attraction and it was lovely to see how students’ self-confidence has 
developed in exploring the different climbing frames.  We visited 
Bushy Park for Companion Cycling, and here Green 
Class students have shown immense  improvement in 
their cycling skills.  

In Knowledge and Understanding of the World Green Class 
explored and learned more about the geography and     
animals of Africa, Australia and India. In Literacy we loved 
reading and answering questions about books about the 

jungle and the zoo. We read ‘The Very Lazy 
Ladybird’, ‘Zoe the Zookeeper’ and 
‘Monkey Puzzle’.  

Green Class students have shown great      
improvement in their maths calculations by 
using Numicon. With the use of an interactive 
dice on the smart screen students identify the 
number, find the corresponding Numicon 
brick and are creating number sentences with 
the visual aid of Numicon. 

The big highlight this term was our annual ‘Kids Day Out’ to Chessington World of    
Adventures.  The students went on lots of fun filled rides and some were brave 
enough to try new rides! Some students visited the zoo and saw some of the animals 
they have been learning about in Knowledge and Understanding of the World. They 
also explored the Sea Life Centre and saw a wide variety of lovely colourful fish.  

We have had an amazing summer 
term with lots of new learning that 
occurred and are looking forward 
to celebrating our achievements 
with friends and family at our   
celebration evening. 



 

Orange 

This summer Orange class have been working very hard – but have also had lots of fun 
(despite the lack of summer weather!).  In  Help for Heroes Theme week we learned about 
the heroes of World Wars 1 and 2 and food rationing, heroes who work in the Army and 
Navy and every day heroes such as Doctors, Police and the Fire brigade. On the Friday we 
were lucky enough to dress up as our own Super Heroes and have a Superhero disco. 

Some of us from Lower School went on a residential trip to Butlins. We had lots of fun 
watching the entertainment and getting involved with some of the shows. We enjoyed 
the swimming pool with lots of big slides and a wave machine and going on lots of rides 
in the theme park. For those of us who stayed back at school there was also lots of fun, 
holiday themed, activities going on. We learned about different countries around the 
world such as Mexico, Italy, France and America and also returning 
home to England. Orange class especially enjoyed all the cooking that 

occurred and enjoyed tasting some Mexican fruit 
juice cocktails. 

Once we settled down from all the fun it was time 
to get down to some hard work! In Literacy we have 
been reading a story about ‘Barry the fish with   
fingers!’.  We all enjoy watching the sensory charac-
ters and their actions and have all shown a great interest in finger puppets! 
We have also been using this story as the basis of our communication        
sessions and have been using our different modes of communication to    
comment on and request items from the story. In maths we have also been 
working on colour and number as well as learning about heavy and light.  

During the summer term Orange Class also had the opportunity to meet the chicks from the Living Eggs that we had at     
Dysart! We all enjoyed looking at and stroking the chicks.   
In June Orange Class were also very lucky to have Oily Cart (the Sensory Production Company) come in to show us their 
‘Weather’ show. We were able to go through the structure of the show on iPads to begin with and then were shown in by 
the wonderful puppet ‘Baz’. We all really enjoyed learning about and experiencing the different types of weather.  
In the same week we also went to Chessington World of Adventures.  It was a very hot day but we really enjoyed seeing all 
the animals at the zoo and remembering the animals we have been learning about in our topic ‘Walking Through the Jungle’.  

This half term we have been attending Hobbledown Farm every 
Monday for our Movement mornings which we have really enjoyed. 
We are also looking forward to our Fun, Food and Fitness week 
where we will be taking part in lots of sporty activities – including a 
whole school football match. 



 

Rainbow 
Rainbow have packed a lot of fun and learning into the summer term!  The big adventure 
for some of our students was a residential visit to Butlins in Bognor Regis.  Our students 
spent two nights away, having lots of fun trying out new food and going on lots of rides, as 
well as watching the shows. 

Rainbow have been swimming and becoming more 
comfortable in the water, even splashing the adults in 
the pool and practising our swimming strokes.  Some  
of the students have really improved this term. 

We returned to Companion Cycling, with 
our students growing in confidence in 
both pedalling and steering bicycles – it 
was also wonderful to see the trees with 
their new leaves and watching the deer 
wandering around Bushey Park. 

Our theme for this term has been the jungle and we have had 
lots of fun exploring the jungles of Africa, Australia and India and 
their animals.  In class Reading, we have been looking at Handa’s 
Surprise – a fabulous story full of animals and fruit; we have even 
tried some of the fruit in class. 

A number of students have been introduced to Numicon 
in Class Number.  This system helps students to visualise 
number and link it with numerals.  We are building up 
skills through sensory tasks and matching games. 

Our big day out was to Chessington World of   
Adventures.  Students were given the oppor-

tunity to go on lots of rides and also to see some of the animals they 
have been learning about in Knowledge and Understanding our 
World.  The Sealife Centre was especially popular with our students, 
the fish allowing us to practise our recognition of colours and the 
concepts of big and small. 

We have had a wonderful summer term and we look    
forward  to celebrating all our achievements at the end of 

year celebration evening! 

The Relay Race 
Trying new drinks 



 

Red 

Apart from our usual busy schedule our summer term has been marked by the arrival of living eggs! After a few 
days we could see the eggs hatching and for almost two weeks Red Class were the proud carers of beautiful, 
fluffy and always very hungry little chicks.  The pupils from the whole school came and visited the chicks, but it 
was up to us to clean their house and feed them on a daily basis. We loved looking after them         
and watching them grow! 

Apart from the chicks, we also 
learned about the life cycle of 
plants and managed to grow 
beautiful broad beans. We 
soon might enjoy eating them 
too! 

 

This term we were also very lucky to take part 
in BikeAbility sessions at the Kingsmeadow 
Centre. We enjoyed speeding on our bikes on 
the cycle track and feeling the freedom of   
independent cycling. 

We had lots of fun during the ‘Kids Out’ trip to Chessington World of 
Adventures. We enjoyed a variety of rides, looking at animals, shows 
and a great picnic of our packed lunches in front of playing sea lions. 

We continue our visits to the local library, now looking at non-fiction books. The sessions really helped us differentiate       
between imaginative worlds and reality. Our interests are around animals, cars and motorbikes, cooking books and countries. 
On our way back to school we like to pop in to a café for a chip snack, but only when we ‘earn’ café as our prize! 

This term we have started swim sessions at the splash pool at Chessington 
Sports Centre. We go there on a weekly basis, on Mondays. We travel by bus 
and have really enjoyed the lessons. 

One Tuesday we joined Diamond class at Bedelsford 
school for their ‘Get Active’ week and played boccia. It 
was lots of fun and we made some new friends.  These 
are only a few snaps of our term so far. There are still lots 
of fun things coming our way, ‘Fun, food and fitness’ 
week being one of them. 



 

Gold 

Gold Class have had a fun filled summer term experiencing lots of different activities! Our topic this term has been Life Cycles, where we 
looked at different animals and plants. We really enjoyed our trips out to the park and surrounding areas to see if we could find any new 
plants or baby animals.  
In geography we have been learning all about our local community, so have ventured out to see what is around us. We loved the trip to the 
local library to find our favourite books, as well as regular trips out to the shops and local café. We are hoping to visit our local fire station, to 
build on experiences we had in our Help for Heroes week, before term finishes.  

During the term we had our fantastic day out at Chessington World of Adventures. 
We were given the opportunity to go on many of the exciting rides, look at the zoo 
and the sea life centre. It was a wonderful day and we all really enjoyed ourselves.  

In our maths lessons we have been focussing on colour, making some 
fantastic colourful cakes and some healthy colourful vegetable cous cous! 
We have also been learning about different positional language in our 
‘Going on a Bear Hunt’ maths sensory story. In literacy we read a range of 
stories, with some of us beginning to work on reading instructions to 
build our independent skills. 

Well done to all in Gold class for a fantastic term and we look forward to 
celebrating all our achievements at the celebration barbeque.  



 

Diamond 

In Diamond Class we have enjoyed being part of the Rocket Science experiment this term. This is 
a collaboration between the RHS and the European Space Agency. This involved working with 
schools across Europe to plant and monitor seeds that spent three months orbiting the globe in a 
space rocket alongside a control of normal seeds and recording and submitting the results. 

We have also enjoyed swimming, both in school and at the Kingfisher 
pool in Kingston, as well as having the opportunity to try new activities 
such as yoga. 

We have also spent time learning about Australia, enjoying music, art, drama 
and including time spent considering sun safety (although this has not been 
much of   an issue in this country so far this year!) 

Diamond Class have also enjoyed some day trips out this term. We had a wonderful time at Thorpe Park where the    
students certainly tested the mettle of the adults on some of the faster rides, as well as enjoying snacks, games and the 
arcades.  Next up was a fantastic day out at London Zoo.  We were lucky to see hippos and giraffe, loved the aquarium, 
and laughed at the monkeys and lemurs. The only let down was that the tigers failed to make an appearance.  Lastly was 
a trip to the seaside at Littlehampton, where the sun shone brightly and we paddled, ate chips and played games. 



 

 

 
Turquoise 

Cooking in Turquoise involves the whole class working together.  Linzi has been 
smelling food being prepared during cooking. 

Jem finds handwashing for 
cooking a hoot!! 

Poppy greets the firemen who 
visited Dysart during Help for   
Heroes week. 

 

Billy at Fishponds Park  

Poppy stands to work at a table. 

This term in Turquoise we have been consistent in delivering lessons 
and activities that address the physical needs of the students and  
enable them to access learning and experiences largely through multi-

sensory approaches. The physical needs are met through the daily 
implementation of personalised physio programmes and through 
swimming twice a week. 

The multi-sensory approaches used employ the use of all the senses, in 
addition to movement and speed as appropriate and the magic ingredients 
of drama and humour to provide a fuller context. These are often best 
seen in cookery lessons. We have been making summer fruit dishes this 
term as well as a Turquoise perennial favourite – chocolate, which have 
involved many of the senses being used.  

We have continued 
our weekly community 
trips to Fishponds Park 
and more often to 
Surbiton Library where 
we have read stories 
and experienced the 
special atmosphere a 
library provides.  



 

Post-16 
We have worked very hard in Post-16 this Summer term! We went on 
lots on exciting trips and visits and continued our learning in class too. 

Some of us started reading a new book called ‘Shopping for Mum’, 
where apart of learning to read some new letters and words we also 
tried to solve a simple problem when Rachel didn’t have enough money 
for her shopping! 

In Yoga we focused on good posture and breathing 
– we think we made huge progress! 

In Numeracy the topic this term    
was learning about money - we have 
been visiting local café where we 
were ordering and paying for our 
drinks. 

We enjoyed new Charanga Music sessions, 
where we learned about rhythm, beat and   
musical instruments while singing to a famous 
song ‘Don’t stop believing!’ 



 

Celebration Evening 
Our 2nd Celebration Evening was a huge success and very well attended.  We 
were delighted that James Berry MP was able to attend and present many of 
the awards.  This year the awards went to: 
EYFS    Noah Carr-Hill 
Lower School  Jack Ward 

Upper School  Manuela Asenso 

Post-16    Valeriya Krushovska 



 

Team Dysart 

 

Dysart Chicks 



 



 



 

Upper School residential to the Isle of Wight 



 



 

 

Autumn Term 2016  

Monday 5 September to Friday 21 October  

Monday 31 October to Tuesday 20 December  
INSET DAYS 

Monday 5 September 

Wednesday 21 December  

 

Spring Term 2017 

Tuesday 3 January to Friday 10 February  

Monday 20 February to Friday 31 March  

INSET DAYS 

Friday 10 February, Monday 20 February 

Note: Good Friday is on 14 April and Easter Monday is on 17 April 2017 

 

Summer Term 2017  

Tuesday 18 April to Friday 26 May   (including bank holiday on 1 May) 
Monday 5 June to Thursday 20 July 

INSET DAYS 

Friday 21 July 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped at, or attended, 
the Summer Fair, it was lovely to see so many of our 
current and past students and to have the sun shine 
on us for most of the day.  We raised over £700. 

Ex-students Rosie Lafon & Bruce Read 

Jeans for Genes  Friday 23rd September 

Parents’ Evenings  Lower School  Monday 17th October 

     Thursday 23rd March 

     Monday 3rd July 

Parents’ Evenings  Upper School  Tuesday 18th October 

     Thursday 23rd March 

     Tuesday 4th July   

Coffee Mornings  w/c 26th September 

   w/c 30th January 

   w/c 22nd May 

Christmas Fair  Saturday 3rd December 

Christmas Concert Wednesday 7th December 

Summer Fair  Saturday 24th June  
Celebration BBQ  Thursday 13th July 

Leavers’ Assembly Friday 14th July 

 



 

 

 

 

Leavers’ Assembly 
We say farewell to six of our Year 14 students this summer; it has been a pleasure and a privilege to 

work with these young people and I am sure they will go from strength to strength. 


