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Message from the Headteacher 
I hope you have all had a well-earned spring break.  As you will see from the class pages      
that follow, the students at Dysart had a very busy spring term. 
We have had two residential trips for our middle school students to PGL at Marchants Hill 
where students took park in many different activities, one of the favourites was the high zip 
wire.  It is great to see how well our students cope away from home and school and the trips 
help reinforce the independence we encourage when in school.  We have more residential 
trips planned for the summer term. 
Our youngest students had a real adventure in the last week of term when they went off with 
staff and family members for a picnic at Hampton Court Palace.  Much fun was had by all   
travelling on public transport and playing in the grounds of the palace.  Getting our students 
out into the community at an early age will enable them to grow in confidence and we will 
continue to reinforce this learning in the coming terms. 
Diamond Class took part at the West London Multi-Sport Panathlon Plate finals held at St 
Mary’s University, Twickenham in March. They had a great day competing against other 
schools from Merton, Ealing and Richmond. Dysart joined students from St Philips and Bedels-
ford to represent Kingston in Kurling, Boccia, Polybat and Table Cricket. Kingston won the  
Boccia event and came 2nd overall in the competition. The students returned to school very 
excited to show everyone the medals they had won. 
Our 14-19 students have now been in The Suite for two terms and are very settled.  They have 
shown real independence in getting to and from their classes, across the adventure play area, 
each day.  Many of the students are now able to move between the main building and The 
Suite with just each other for support – although they are being observed by staff all the time 
– which is preparing them for transitioning to a larger environment when they move on to  
college at the end of the school year. 
Whilst we work in class on our numeracy and literacy, we continue to embed all the life skills 
needed to live independently.  We work on cooking skills – making pizza, sandwiches and    
biscuits as well as cooking rice in the microwave; this will prepare our younger students with 
the skills they need to cook their own lunch when they move to The Suite.  We teach the older 
students to put the washing on, dry it in the tumble drier or peg it on the line and fold the 
clothes when they are dry.  On that note we have introduced a new curriculum to Dysart with 
three pathways from sensory to more formal to ensure that all students can access the curric-
ulum that is most suited to them. We will be hosting a curriculum launch for parents and    
students on Friday 22nd June from 12.45-2.30pm so you will be able to learn more about how 
the curriculum looks and how it works.  
This will be the last of this type of newsletter.  The new style, fortnightly, newsletter is now on 
issue 3; we hope you will enjoy reading regular updates of all that goes on at Dysart and      
out in the community. 



Blue Class  
This term Blue Class have been on a ‘journey’ around 
the world visiting different continents and countries 
within them. We have visited the Artic/Antarctic, 
Asia, South America, Africa and then finally Europe.  

We have enjoyed sensory play, small world play, looking at books, 
dressing up, looking at different animals, trying new foods, creative 
activities, and ‘visiting’ new places with our friend Charley Bear in our 
sensory story time.  

We have also continued to work hard and enjoy all areas of 
our weekly timetable such as our Friday PE session, our mark 
making sessions, and our maths number rhyme time.  

We are very excited for the summer term that is ahead of us! 



Yellow Class 

Now we are all ready to have a break and enjoy the Easter holidays, recharge our batteries and get ready to 
have a great summer term! 

Throughout the spring term we have been keeping ourselves busy 
‘travelling around the world’.  We have been exploring different cultures 
and traditions and our journey has taken us to the Artic and Antarctica, Asia, 
South America, Africa and Europe. We have cooked some traditional dishes, 
dressed up in traditional clothes, learned about and played new instru-
ments, explored different celebrations around the world and lots of other 
subjects related to journeys and continents. We have also had lots of fun 
making our own passports, with pictures of all we have explored, for our 
friends and families to share.  

We also carried on doing amazingly well with our literacy, reading and math-
ematics skills. We really enjoyed our science lessons making new colours by 
mixing primary ones and using that paint to create real pieces of art. For this 
term we have been focusing on shapes and colours. We love our shapes and 
colour songs, and we have been learning lots by using bingo boards where 
we needed to find the correct shapes and match them. 

The last continent we have been working on has been Europe with a focus 
on our local community. One of our favorite subjects has been transport, 
listening to their sounds and finding them in different videos. On the last 
day of term we will be using the public transport we have been looking at, 
as we travel to Hampton Court for a picnic.  We will be taking the bus and 
the train - we love trips out of school! 

For the last two weeks we have started learning 
about money and reading shopping lists by 
counting or matching different fruits.  We will be 
using these new skills next term to going shopping 
in our local community.  



Red Class 

We have had a fantastic term in Red Class.  The children are really settled into the class and 
are now using lots of communication tools throughout the day, in particular responding to 
‘yes’ and ‘no’ symbols, which is amazing.  We have seen the children grow in confidence so 
much over the term with their use of symbols. 

 

Once again, we have been focusing on our mindfulness this 
term, even creating a ‘Time for Me’ space within the class-
room, which the children love; it provides a tranquil area for 
them to chill out.   

 

 

We have also incorporated different activities into our day, including 
blowing feathers and bubbles.  The children have been benefiting 
from the calmness after busy sessions and are wonderfully relaxed 
and enjoying this time.   

 

We have continued with our yoga, which is  
always popular, with some of the children  
removing shoes and socks independently as soon as the blue mats 
come out. 

 

 

 

Our topic this term is a book called ‘The River’, exploring a young girl’s adventure into various 
places from the ocean to the jungle.  Our classroom has been decorated each week to reflect 
the different locations and the children have enjoyed playing with the activities and sensory 
trays we have created.  The students have been helping by producing some wonderful art 
work to decorate the walls in the class.  We have continued to use ALDs to chat with the    

children during their play sessions about all aspects of the 
topics we are learning about. 
 

Red Class have been enjoying another  
active term of sport.  The first half we 
were lucky to have football skills, which 
was very popular with all the boys and  

also the girls!  There were some amazing skills shown by all of Red Class.  
The second half of the term we have had Teddy Tennis once again, with 
everyone loving the games and the interaction with the instructors, as 
well as developing ball skills and getting fit.   



Green Class 

Green Class have been very busy this half term.    
During the first half term we enjoyed weekly visits 
to Bushy Park to ride bicycles. Everyone joined in 
and took part at their own speed and enjoyed see-
ing the deer, lots of dogs and enjoying the winter 
sunshine.  
 

Cycling turned into football on a Thursday after-
noon and we had just as much fun kicking balls, 
scoring goals and playing games with our friends.  
 

Our main focus across maths, literacy and core 
skills lessons has been around shopping. In literacy 
we have been reading shopping lists, matching 
them to photos and then finding the items in the 
shops. In Maths lessons we have been focusing on 
money, paying for toys in school and matching 
coins to      pictures to pay for items at the shops. 
Every Monday we go, in groups, to the shops to 
collect our snacks for the week and any ingredi-
ents we need for cooking lessons.  
 

Green Class have become excellent pizza chefs! 
We have been reading instructions, practising our 
cutting, spreading, grating and microwaving skills. 
Some of us are now making pizzas independently 
at our workstations.  
 

On Friday mornings we’ve combined our road 
safety lessons with understanding the world maps 
lessons. We’ve been exploring the local area,     
including visits to the library, park and walks 
around the block. 
 

We are looking forward to the warmer weather in 
the summer term and the new learning opportuni-
ties after Easter.  



Orange Class This term we have been looking at 
journeys in our lessons and all the 
pupils have enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to take their learning out-
side of the classroom and into the 
local community.  
 

In literacy we have been continu-
ing to develop our writing and  

typing skills. The children have 
enjoyed writing postcards about 
their trips into Surbiton and Tol-
worth and we have now started to 
write our own stories about the 
adventures of different characters 
and the people that they meet on 
their journeys. We have started to 
look at adjectives as part of this 
and the children have enjoyed 
making up amusing characters. 
The children have also enjoyed 
developing their literacy in the 
community, looking for key words 
and using their skills to support 
shopping and ordering items in 
cafes.  Additionally our weekly 
visits to the library have continued 
to be a highlight. All the children 
have enjoyed choosing books and 
are now able to borrow and return 
books with only limited support. 
 

In communications we have been 
working on developing our abili-
ties to comment on images from 
the news with the support of    
Aided Language Displays.  
 

 

 

All the children have become 
much more proficient in their  
ability to discuss images and are 
now working on choosing favour-
ites and giving reasons for their 
choices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have continued to focus on 
using money in maths and have 
been focused on using it in a more 
functional context to help the chil-
dren generalise their abilities. All 
of the children have become much 
more confident in their abilities to 
recognise and use money. They 
have also continued to develop 
their maths skills in cooking, along 
with developing their abilities to 
follow visual recipes and improve 
their fine motor skills to support 
chopping and spreading. They 
have enjoyed making pizzas, sand-
wiches, fruit salad, rocky road bis-
cuits and chocolates and have be-
come more confident in their 
cooking abilities. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Science, the class have enjoyed 
exploring the world around them. 
Our virtual reality sessions have 
included looking at different parts 
of the world and animals natural 
environments—this was a big hit 
as was the opportunity to try 
different glasses and optical toys 
which changed the way they 
viewed the world –  
 

 

 

 

whether that was to see every-
thing like a fly or turn the world 
blue. Additionally they have start-
ed to understand the scientific 
method, undertaking different 
experiments and then making  
predictions based on what they   
had previously observed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In sport the children have again 
enjoyed doing Teddy Tennis and 
have worked hard to not only  
improve their gross motor and 
racquet skills but also their ability 
to follow instructions from unfa-
miliar adults. Despite the weather, 
we have enjoyed companion    
cycling in Bushy Park as well as 
Bikeabilty at Kingsmeadow. All the 
children have much improved 
their cycling skills and stamina and 
have enjoyed exploring further 
into Bushy Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In our hobbies and leisure ses-
sions, the children have enjoyed 
pursuing a range of different    
activities, whether that be art, 
woodwork or relaxing in a sound 
bath. The children have also en-
joyed learning how to play board 
games with their friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been a pleasure seeing the 
children tackle new challenges 
with enthusiasm and developing 
confidence in what they can do. 



Rainbow Class 

We have been very busy in Rainbow Class this term! We 
have had lots of fun going on our pretend adventures us-
ing our knowledge and understanding.  Our adventures 
have included visiting the beach, going in our rockets into 
space, riding our tractors on the farm and on our unicorns 
to the enchanted forest in our ‘journeys’ topic.  
 

We have also been very lucky to be going to Hobbledown 
farm, which we all love. We enjoy looking at the different 
animals and listening to the sounds they make, then back 
at school communicating what animal we ‘see’ or hear’ 
using our ALDs (Aided Language Displays). 
 

We have been working hard in our core skills sessions  
developing our independence in functional living skills; 
this includes going to the shop with our shopping lists, 
learning about handling money and using self-service 
checkouts by ourselves and learning about road safety 
too. We have been doing lots of cooking sessions which 
combines maths, counting and learning to follow instruc-
tions and how to request items we need independently 
using ALDs. 
 

We have made our own rockets in science, following in-
structions with our lemonade fountains. We are working 
on making more requests using our PECS symbols and 
ALDs to choose what colours we want to use and then 
looking at what happens when we mix colours.  
 

Some of us have also developed our typing skills, writing 
about something we have done in the day and what we 
liked the most.  



Teal Class 
 

This term Teal Class have been learning about the story ‘A River’ by 
Marc Martin as part of our Journey theme. Each week we have 
learned a different part of the story as we travel along the river with 
the little girl in a boat. First we stopped off in traffic where we 
watched car wheels roll and smelt car air freshener! We then trav-
elled along to a farm and saw all the animals and felt the hay and 
grass. Next Teal Class rowed our boat through the jungle hearing lots 
of noisy birds and monkeys and smelling the damp air. Lastly we left 
the river out into the ocean where we smelled the sea air and tasted 
the salty ocean!  
Within the river topic we have done lots of fantastic art work, but we 
have also taken part in weekly movement sessions where we have 
moved like boats on the ocean -up and down, rowing with rings and moving like the animals 
of the farm and jungle. During our swim sessions we have moved like fish, and learned 
about waves in the ocean! Teal Class take part in lots of movement sessions - one per day - 
and have had lots of input from OT to enjoy fine and gross motor groups including standing 
frames, walkers, peanut balls, ball skills, posting and threading.  
We have also been doing lots of fantastic work on our communication - using e-tram frames, 
PODD books, ALDs and choosing boards. We are all learning to use a range of different com-
munication aids and exploring which suits us the best. Our wonderful friends from SALT 
have spent lots of time with us developing this!  
Teal Class all continue to access our emotions group with Racheal S which is proving an 
amazing resource for us in understanding and learning to manage our emotions. Overall we 
have had a great term and are all really enjoying the aspects of grown up Upper School life! 



Gold Class 

Gold Class have been hard at work during the 
Spring term, continuing with our new curricu-
lum, with this terms topic being ‘Journeys’. 
From rocket journeys to space, to the local 
journey around our community, we have all 
been busy exploring this topic.  
 

In Science we tried out lots of different space 
inspired experiments, 
such as whose paper 
airplane would go the 
furthest, blowing rock-
ets across the table 
and balloon experi-
ments. Our favoured 
activity however was 
creating our own   
lemonade rocket     
explosions, following a simple recipe.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our core skill lessons have continued to devel-
op and we have enjoyed a wide range of func-
tional tasks and activities.  
 

Practising our laundry and pegging skills,  
opening a variety of containers to help with 
our daily living tasks and continuing to work on 
our cleaning and tidying up skills, taking a 
pride in our 
environments.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our weekly shopping 
trips have been going 
well and we are grow-
ing more confident in 
collecting items from 
the list and paying at 
the till. This term we 
have also all enjoyed developing our fine mo-
tor skills to be able to start to type letters and 
words or select symbols with finer precision. 
We have really enjoyed these sessions and be-
ing able to type out our favourite things.  

 

 

 

 

Some of us attended the 
PGL residential at 
Marchants Hill for a few 
nights at the end of this 
term, which was fantastic. We loved trying out 
a range of outdoor activities, such as forest 
walks, sensory trails, climbing and aero ball! 
The after dinner campfire with melting marsh-
mallows was a big hit and we all enjoyed our-
selves and showed fantastic resilience and 
teamwork.  
 

We are all look-
ing forward to a 
well-deserved 
rest over Easter 
before returning 
in full force for 
the summer 
term. 



Purple Class 

Purple Class feel like they have accomplished a lot this spring term. 
We have been continuing with our exciting new school curriculum 
exploring the world, time and space through our topic of ‘Journeys’. 
Purple Class have been on a journey to the all areas of the galaxy 
looking at the bottom of the sea and even floating around in space.  
 

During our new literacy sensory klonker board story we have all been 
on an interactive journey across multiple different modes of 
transport. Continuing our famous school cooking sessions in Purple 
Class we have been perfecting our Italian cuisine through designing 
and creating our very own pizzas. 
 

A key area of development this term has been our core skills; we 
have looked at independence, fitness, confidence out in the commu-
nity, our cooking and finally, arguably most importantly, our com-
munication. Using ALD (Aided Language Display) sheets.  In almost 
all areas of the school now, Purple Class are quickly generalising 
their ability to communicate with their supporting adults whether 
that’s at snack time, lunch, science, independence or in the toilet. All 
these functional skills are best supporting our students for their next 
stages of life. 
 

Other exciting news is that the majority of Purple Class went to the 
PGL residential at Marchants Hill for a few nights, which was amaz-
ing. We are very proud of the students’ amazing levels of resilience 
and maturity which they displayed whilst away from home. We loved 
trying out a range of outdoor activities, such as forest walks, sensory 
trails, climbing and aero ball! The after dinner campfire with melting 
marshmallows was a big hit and we all enjoyed ourselves and 
showed fantastic teamwork. Even the students who didn’t attend 
showed everyone remaining at Dysart how capable they are at 
adapting whilst Gold and Purple Class joined forces for the three 
days and their peers were away.  
 

There has also been some truly amazing progression from some Pur-
ple Class students on an individual basis which has been hugely in-
spiring to all. A huge congratulations to those students on their per-
sonal achievements. 
 

Everyone in Purple Class is eagerly looking forward to the Easter 
break to recharge their batteries after an extremely busy and exciting 
term. We are already getting excited about the summer term and all 
it has to offer. 



Diamond Class 

Diamond Class have had a busy spring term!  
 

Our topic this term has been based around Journeys. In Literacy we 
read ‘The Owl and the Pussycat’ and we made lists of what we would 
need if we went to space. We wrote our own versions of the story 
called ‘The Owl and the Astronaut’. We have also been working really 
hard on our typing skills.   
 

On Wednesday mornings we have continued with horse riding. On 
Wednesday afternoons we have had Clarisse teaching us Art and 
we’ve created some fantastic journey-related pieces!  
 

On Thursdays we have been working on our independence skills by 
doing recycling, cleaning, laundry and shopping. On Thursday after-
noons we have been following a recipe to make cookies.  

 

 

 

 

As part of our Understanding the World      
sessions, we have been walking to Surbiton     
Library and learning how to take out and    
return books.  
 

Our PGL trip to Marchants Hill in February was a great success. The pupils took part in lots of ad-
venturous activities, and it was a valuable opportunity to develop their independence and com-
munication skills.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have all worked really hard this term and are looking forward to the summer term! 



The Suite students have had a really busy spring term.  We are still working hard in the kitchen, 
making meals for our friends in The Suite and welcomed parents along to our Afternoon Tea 
event earlier in the term.   

Working on our Eating Out sessions has given us the chance to go out and about, from walk-
ing down the road to the local café to some of us taking the bus into Surbiton and Kingston 
to visit our favourite restaurants!   

A number of us are observing and encouraging birds in the school garden and our lo-
cal park.  We have been walking down to Fishponds, our local open space, to watch 
birds and we have also decorate bird boxes to   encourage birds to the school. 



Using our leisure time is important and some students have chosen to develop their 
skills on computer games – we have fun whilst learning the valuable skills of sharing 
and working as part of a team! 

We have been lucky enough to welcome some students from a local school in to help us with our 
beauty  regimes – we have experienced hand and face massages, as well as getting wonderfully 
painted nails. 

Our parents’ afternoon tea was a 
huge success and it was lovely to 
see so many families in school. 
 

Our enterprise sessions are going well too – soon we will have some lovely items available 
for parents to order.  Watch this space! 



It has been a busy spring term for middle 
school, with many of the pupils going away to 
PGL Marchants Hill for a residential trip. This is 
the first trip at Marchants Hill but everyone was 
very    welcoming and we got stuck in! For some 
pupils this was one of many trips away with us 
but for others it was their first trip away. It was 
great to see all enjoying themselves and being 
independent away from home.  
 

We participated in so many fantastic activities  
including zip wire, the giant swing, a sensory     
forest walk, climbing, rifle shooting, trapeze and 
aero ball. Our pupils were so brave and it was 
fantastic to see everyone pushing themselves 
out of their comfort zone, from trying on       
harnesses, to climbing up the wall! 
 

In the evenings we participated in a late night 
campfire in the woods. We all enjoyed singing 
the campfire songs and toasting marshmallows. 
The walk back to the cabins in the evening was 
great fun and we are glad we brought our  
torches to light the way.    
 

As we all share and celebrate the success of the 
trip, the week could not have been possible 
without the dedication and commitment of 
the adults who generously gave up their time to 
support the pupils whilst we were away, so a 
special thank you to them. 



Summer term 2018 

Monday 16  April to Friday 25 May  (inc bank holiday on 7 May) 
Monday 4 June to Friday 20 July 

 INSET Friday 20 July (school closed) 
 

Autumn term 2018 

Monday 3 September 2018 to Friday 19 October 2018  
Monday 29 October 2018 to Friday 21 December 2018  

 Half term Monday 22 October to Friday 26 October 

 INSET Monday 3 September 

 INSET Friday 21 December (school closed) 
 

Spring term 2019 

Monday 7 January 2019 to Friday 15 February 2019  
Monday 25 February 2019 to Friday 5 April 2019  

 Half term Monday 18 to Friday 22 February 

 INSET Friday 15 February 

 INSET Monday 25 February 

 Good Friday 19 April 
 Easter Monday 22 April 
 

Summer term 2019 

Tuesday 23 April 2019 to Friday 24 May 2019  
Monday 3 June 2019 to Tuesday 23 July 2019  
 Bank Holiday Monday 6 May 

 Half term Monday 27 May to Friday 31 May 

 INSET Tuesday 23 July (school closed) 

 

Malawi Celebration Party Whole School  Friday 18th May, 1.45pm 
 

Kellie Matthews (OHCAT)  Workshop   Monday 21st May, 1:30pm 
 

Dads Network Group    Moor Lane (6-8pm)   13th June and 8th August  
 

Supporting Your Child’s  Dysart   Friday 15th June, 10am  
Communication at Home       (Sarah Cox & Nicola Connolly SALT) 
 

Rainbow Curriculum Launch Dysart   Friday 22nd June, 12.45-2.30pm 
 

Coffee Mornings   Dysart   w/c 6th-8th June 
 

Summer Fair   Dysart   Saturday 23rd June 
 

Parents’ Evening   Dysart   Monday 2nd July  Lower & Middle School  
 

Parents’ Evening   Dysart   Tuesday 3rd July  Upper School  
 

Supporting Your Child’s  Dysart   Tuesday 10th July, 4pm 

Interaction at Home    (Sarah Cox & Nicola Connolly SALT) 
 

Celebration BBQ   Dysart   Thursday 12th July 
 

Leavers’ Assembly  Dysart   Friday 13th July 
 

Last day of Summer Term     Thursday 19th July 



Darcy, our resident school dog, is an integral member of the community at Dysart! Darcy 
lives with Emmet and comes to school with Emmet every day. He has been chosen because 
he has a friendly temperament and is socialised with children of all ages. Darcy is a Scottish 
Terrier, a small breed of dog that is less prone to shedding fur which will benefit those who 
may have allergies associated with dogs.  

We have liaised with other Special Needs schools 
within Orchard Hill College & Academies Trust that 
are already using dogs to support their pupils and a 
detailed, common-sense, risk assessment has been 
written that safeguards both pupils and Darcy.   
Families are always consulted prior to any individual 
pupil working closely with Darcy. Darcy has under-
gone structured obedience classes and will com-
mence training for full therapy dog accreditation in 
the next few years.  

There is a significant body of research which shows that some children respond well to       
animals. Spending time with animals can help pupils with their learning, as well as managing 
their emotions and developing better communication skills. Darcy works with pupils across 
the whole school in both individual and small-group sessions. More information about the 
benefits of this type of support can be found here:  
 

http://www.therapyanimals.org/Research_&_Results_files/Canine-visitors-the-influence-of-
therapy-dog%20Aug2004.pdf 

http://www.therapyanimals.org/Research_&_Results_files/Canine-visitors-the-influence-of-therapy-dog%20Aug2004.pdf
http://www.therapyanimals.org/Research_&_Results_files/Canine-visitors-the-influence-of-therapy-dog%20Aug2004.pdf





