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.Message from the Headteacher 
We are coming to the end of a long autumn term in which we have achieved so       

much both in and out of school. 
Last week was a real highlight for me as I was able to attend, for the first time, 
the third annual Christmas Concert at Christ Church, Surbiton. I was extremely 

proud of the students and staff performing their Christmas songs and to see 
how so many of the students have grown in confidence and were able to 
show families and friends just how much they can achieve; they are truly  

wonderful children and it was lovely to see so many of you there. 
We started the year by opening the new 14-19 building which we have named The 
Suite.  Transition has gone very well and the staff have made it a great place for our  

older students who are working towards greater independence.  Each week different 
groups of students make a cooked lunch each day, learning the important skills of   

kitchen hygiene, chopping, peeling and other preparation in order to create a great 
meal for their peers.  Photos can be seen on the 14-19 class page. 

We welcomed 10 new students into our reception class along with several other students into 
lower and middle school and all have settled in very well.  We now have 96 students and we are 
almost at capacity.  My staff are doing a great job, with increased numbers, still getting out and 

about in the community doing activities such as horse riding, bowling, shopping at the local 
Sainsbury’s, visits to the library, companion cycling, sport at St Mary’s University, Bikeability at 

Kingsmeadow and swimming at the Kingfisher and Guildford Spectrum.  The number of students 
accessing these activities and the amount of time spent learning outside of the classroom is     

increasing.  Teddy Tennis, Singing Hands, Yoga, Music Therapy, Dramatherapy, Cricket and Sound 
Meditation are examples of sessions that take place in school and classes access these on             

a rotation basis. 
We have additions to our adventure play area— thanks go to FODS for their fundraising —       

and a lottery grant.   
Lower school had a very successful residential week at Butlins, Bognor Regis in  

October and we have several residential trips being planned for 2018. 
Many of you were able to join in our Christmas Craft sessions early in        

December and spend time with your child and other class families; we hope 
that this helps build relationships with other families as well as our staff and 

we will be arranging further opportunities like this in 2018.   
Lower and Middle School students were entertained by our 14-19 students, in 
the penultimate week of term, in a Christmas panto performance.  Much fun 

was had by all and the students and staff in The Suite should be congratulated 
on their hard work and amazing performances. 

This only leaves me to wish you all a very peaceful winter break and we look     
forward to welcoming all students back on Thursday 4th January. 

 



Blue Class welcomes 10 new pupils 

We have welcomed 10 wonderful pupils into the Dysart family this 
term. We have all had a great time getting to know our new school, 
forming new relationships and exploring new environments. The 
first half of this term, we enjoyed our ‘All About Me’ theme; settling 
into school, showing our interests and getting involved in many 
different activities.  

Things we have enjoyed in our 
first term at Dysart: 
 Dressing up 

 Small world play 

 Swimming 

 PE 

 ‘Arts and Crafts’ 
 Music  
 Cooking 

We have enjoyed experiencing our ‘Autumn’ theme 
the second half of this term and look forward to 
getting into the Christmas spirit over the next coming 
weeks; some of us even went to Poundland on the bus 
to buy some items for the Christmas craft afternoon!  



Yellow Class 

After a lovely summer holiday, a new school year 
was about to start. In Yellow class we were all 
ready to have a fantastic year and work hard! 

 

The theme we have been working on this term 
has been Alice and Wonderland. We have used 
this book in many of our sessions, doing amazing 
craft, reading books, working on numbers, having 
a Mad Hatter’s tea party, cooking and practising 
our writing skills. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every morning we have completed our sensory 
circuit to have total awareness of our bodies.  
This helps us to focus all our energy on how we 
use our movements to do amazing work for the 
rest of the day.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another physical activity we have enjoyed has 
been our swimming lessons every Friday.  
We love splashing in the water! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

From the week 
after half term 
we have been 
looking at differ-
ent types of 
weather, we sing 

a song about it every morning as a check to 
see how the weather is looking through the 
window.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also been 
going out into the 
community, travel-
ling on the bus with 
some of our friends 

from Blue Class, leaning how to walk safely on 
the street and doing shopping in different shops. 
 

We are super excited to see what new and amazing things we will be doing for next term!  



Red Class 

Red class have really enjoyed settling in this 
term, getting to know their new class group 
and becoming familiar with the classroom.   
 

Our topic for this term has been ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’ which lent itself to lots of sen-
sory discovery and play. We have been busy 
investigating Alice in Wonderland messy 
play, the class particularly liked chasing the 
white rabbit (sensory foam) around the play-
ground just like Alice in the story.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red class have also particularly enjoyed the 
class literacy session ‘Alice in bubble land’ 
where the students have had opportunity to 
explore and engage with bubbles, tracking 
and popping them as well as using them 
within their sensory play. Adults have also 
been using ALDs to comment and express 
‘yes’ or ‘no’ to these activities.  
We have also been very, very active this 
term, with the class continuing their tennis 
skills in a weekly tennis session run by Teddy 
Tennis.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also been working on our 
‘mindfulness’ and participating in a weekly 
Yoga session. It has been fantastic watching 
the children grow with their independence 
and confidence in the session.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since October half term they have been 
getting out and about in Bushy Park taking 
part in companion cycling. The children love 
the outdoors and we have seen bundles 
communication and interaction when out in 
the community.   



Green Class 

Green Class have had a fabu-
lous start to the year and have 
been enjoying lots of great   
lessons and activities this term.  
 

Before half-term some of 
Green Class went on a trip to 
Butlins where we enjoyed a 
couple of days of swimming, 
fairground rides, adventure 
play and watching shows. 
Those who went showed in-
creased independence and re-
silience with change. We were 
very proud of how much they 
achieved and how well they 
represented the school.  
 

Everyone has enjoyed our trips 
to Hobbledown Farm where 
we’ve had the opportunity to 
cope with changes to our     
routines and environments as 
well as improving our climbing 
and gross motor movements in  
the soft play and adventure 
playground.  Not to forget all 
the animals we saw on the 
farm as well!  

In cooking we have been work-
ing on lots of core skills, includ-
ing reading, spreading and 
cutting while making cakes, 
sandwiches and pizzas. We like 
to take them home to share 
them with our families. 
 

We have also been learning 
about road safety and prac-
tising by walking to the library 
to read books with our friends 
and to the shops to buy healthy 
food (and sometimes some 
chocolate) for snack time. 

Our topic of Alice in Wonder-
land has helped us in Maths 
and Literacy to learn in a fun 
way and we are looking for-
ward to our lower school Mad 
Hatter’s Tea Party where we 
can show everyone the decora-
tions we have made in art and 
the food we have made in 
cooking.  
 

We have started to share our 
weekend news with pictures of 
the things we do at home, like 
going to the park, watching 
films and seeing the Christmas 
lights. This has given us the  
opportunity to practise our 
speaking and listening skills and 
sentence building with symbols 
and words.  

 

We hope to learn lots of new 
things in the New Year and will 
be ready to share lots of nice 
stories about our Christmas 
holidays. 
 

 

 

Have a lovely Christmas and 
new year! 
The Green Class Team  

Bikeability at Kingsmeadow 



Orange Class 

Orange Class have had a busy 
term.  
 

Everyone has enjoyed our topic 
of Alice in Wonderland. We have 
built the story on the wall, week 
to week, and the children have 
enjoyed listening to the story 
and commenting on the differ-
ent images. We have had an op-
portunity to make art in re-
sponse to the story and a big 
highlight was the mad hatter’s 
tea party that we hosted for low-
er school. 

In literacy, we have been devel-
oping our writing and typing 
skills – making invites to our tea 
party, looking at application 
forms and writing to Father 
Christmas. The children have 
also been working on their com-
prehension skills – answering 
questions on texts and focusing 
on reading and understanding 
words in the community. 

Our focus in maths has been 
working with money, under-
standing the different coins  
and then starting to use this in a 
functional context to buy things 
both within the class and in the 
wider community.  
 

 

 

 

All the children have really     
improved their understanding 
and are becoming more confi-
dent using money outside of the 
classroom.  
 

They have also been applying 
their maths skills in their cooking 
sessions and have enjoyed mak-
ing rocky road biscuits, pizzas 
and sandwiches. We have also 
been practising our cutting and 
spreading skills as we focus on 
developing functional motor 
skills. 

This term we have been taking 
the opportunity to move our 
learning outside of the class-
room and into the community. 
The children have enjoyed their 
weekly shopping trips and have 
become much more confident 
navigating around the different 
supermarkets and paying  

 

for their items with reduced  
support. They have also relished 
going to the library to find new 
books for the classroom. They 
are now starting to understand 
the process of borrowing and 
returning books and they        
continue to build their skills so 
that they can do this  
independently. 
 

From a sports perspective, dur-
ing the second half of the term 
we have been lucky to be able to 
access a weekly session at St 
Mary’s University and use their 
amazing facilities. Everyone has 
adapted well to being in a differ-
ent location and working with 
adults with whom they are     
unfamiliar. We have also been 
able to do Teddy Tennis to     
develop are racquet and gross 
motor skills. Hobbledown Farm 
has been as popular as ever and 
everyone has worked hard to try 
new activities that they have not 
previously done. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As ever, it has been a pleasure 
seeing the children tackle new 
things with excitement and    
developing their abilities as the 
term has progressed. 



Rainbow Class 

Rainbow Class have had a fan-
tastic first term.  Our whole 
school topic has been ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’ and we have 
enjoyed learning from a wide 
range of themes within this 
topic.  Some of our favourite 
bits have been falling down 
the rabbit hole with Alice and 
learning about habitats, 
drinking the ‘drink me’       
potion and looking at BIG and 
small, reading and retelling 
the story of Alice in Wonder-
land and looking at all the 
different characters.  But best 
of all we loved   preparing for 
and hosting our very own 
Mad Hatter’s Tea Party!   
 

This term we have been fo-
cusing on our independence  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and life skills.  We have been 
working on our skills in activi-
ties such as cooking, cleaning 
and putting things away using 
structured activities to help 

us be as independent as pos-
sible.  For example, by organ-
ising the sink area so that the 

dirty cups and plates go in a 
tray on the left of the sink, 
and the clean ones go in a 
tray on the right of the sink, 
this helps us to not get  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

too mixed up when washing 
up and we can do it without 
much help!  We would be 
happy to lend you some of 
the resources we use in 
school so that your child can 
help you at home too – 
please just ask!  
 

For our physical development 
sessions we have had a    
cricket coach in to teach us 
cricket skills! We begin the 
session with a warm up which 
involves throwing and bounc-
ing balls and we then contin-
ue on to using a bat to hit the 
ball as far as we can! The pu-
pils and staff have all really 
enjoyed playing cricket       

together and we will be   
competing in a competition 
against other schools in     
Surrey next year – so we will 
need to keep practising! 
 

You will have seen us talking a 
lot about ALDs in your child’s 
home/school contact book 
this term.  ALDs stand for 
‘Aided Language Displays’ and 
we have used them lots this 
term to   model language to 
the pupils.  ALDs are a sheet 
of paper which shows differ-
ent pictures to do with a   
particular activity or conver-
sation and can be used to 
‘have a chat’.  All the pupils 
are interested in these and 
many have begun to point to 
particular pictures on them to 
start a conversation!  

We will be continuing to use 
these and would like to show 

you how we use them in the 
New Year so that you can use 
them at home with your child 
too. 



Teal Class 

Teal class have really enjoyed settling in this 
term, having moved to Middle School, we 
have been getting to know our new            
environment.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term’s topic was ‘Alice in Wonderland’ 
which lent itself to lots of sensory discovery 
and play. We enjoyed meeting the charac-
ters that Alice meets on her journey such as 
the hopping white rabbit (sensory foam) and 
the blue caterpillar (furry blue glove).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also been using ALDs to comment 
and express ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to these activities.  
We have been learning a range of skills to 
help us out in the community such as differ-
entiating between green and red.   During 
these sessions we explored red and green 
sensory bags and made our own red and 
green traffic lights. We have also been   
working on matching red and green on 
switches.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teal Class have been 
participating in a weekly 
‘recognising emotions’ 
sessions, in which we   
listen to music, feel 
different textures and 
smell different smells 
and explore how they 
make us feel using facial 
expressions, body       
language and symbols. We have met some 
fun characters such as Monty the puppet      
monster and the warm hug pillow for use if 
we are feeling sad. We have also been    
working on our ‘mindfulness’ and partici-
pating in a weekly Yoga session, and on a  
Friday afternoon we attend hobbies and   
leisure groups which are great fun!  



Gold Class 

Gold Class have had a fantastic start to the 
year, settling into their new class group.  
This term our topic has been ‘Alice in     
Wonderland’. We have enjoyed reading and 
re-telling the story of Alice and all her       
adventures in wonderland. We created 
some   lovely art pieces related to the story, 
making magic bubble potions like the cater-
pillar in our Science lessons, and particularly         
enjoyed preparing and hosting our very own 
Mad Hatter’s Tea Party.   
 

We have been focusing on accessing the 
community and developing our independ-
ence skills within our lessons. Our weekly 
trips to Sainsbury’s to buy items for our 
cooking sessions have been a huge success, 
as well as our weekly swimming lessons at 
the Kingfisher pool in Kingston.  
 

In November we enjoyed Bikeability at 
Kingsmeadow. It was great fun to develop 
our cycling skills out on the athletics track – 
we are looking forward to going back in the 
spring.  
 

We also had a visit from Singing 
Hands, which was fantastic. We all  
enjoyed  singing and signing along to 
our favourite songs. 
 

We all loved celebrating bonfire night, 
and we created individual firework pictures 
that are now on display in our classroom.  
 

This term we have worked hard on using a 
wide variety of symbols to talk about every-
thing we have been doing. We have been 
working on telling our friends what we have 
liked doing, what we haven’t liked doing and 
talking about our emotions.  



Purple Class 

Purple Class have had a won-
derful start to the beginning 
of the academic year. Purple 
Class haven’t had a lot of 
change since the summer so 
it was very much back to  
business as usual in  
September.  
 

This term the Purple Class 
topic has been based around 
the story of Alice in Wonder-
land. We have been exploring 
the characters, themes and 
fantasy of the beloved chil-
dren’s story. We have ex-
plored the classic scenes of 
the book and film, such as 
The Mad Hatter’s Tea Party, 
through art and cooking as 
well as different emotions 
through particular characters.  
 

As well as the topic work, Pur-
ple Class have been working 
hard towards improving levels 
of independence through key 
life skills such as cooking, 
cleaning, communication, fit-
ness and being out in the 
community.  

Throughout the term we have 
been travelling weekly to 

Bushy Park to participate in 
companion cycling in a lovely 
autumn setting. Purple Class 
had an opportunity in Novem-
ber to show everyone our 
new cycling skills at 
‘Bikeability’, cycling around 
the race track at     
Kingsmeadow.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have also been working 
hard on our travel training 
skills, road safety and acting 
appropriately whilst out in 
the community.  We have vis-
ited the local shops, the park 
and even the local library.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a whole Purple Class are 
also attempting to generalise 
already existing communica-
tion skills as well as pushing 
forward with new communi-
cation aids, such as PODD, to 
further strengthen our       
students’ ability to be able to 
communicate their wants and 
needs. 



Diamond Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diamond Class have made a positive start 
to the year, and everyone has settled in 
really well.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our topic this term has been based around 
the story of ‘Alice in Wonderland’.  
In Literacy sessions we have been re-telling 
the adventures of Alice and creating our 
own sentences.  
 

On Wednesday afternoons we have had 
Jack teaching us Art and we’ve created 
some fantastic Alice in Wonderland related 
pieces!  
 

On Thursdays we have been accessing the 
community by visiting Sainsbury’s to do our 
weekly shop for cooking ingredients.  
 

We have also been working on independ-
ence skills such as using money, following a 
shopping list, and using a recipe when 
cooking.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve also been enjoying our swimming 
sessions with Tom every Thursday in the 
school’s pool and horse riding has proven 
to be a firm favourite. 
 

In November we went to 
Kingsmeadow athletic 
track for Bikeability. This 
was a  fantastic oppor-
tunity for us to hone our 
cycling skills and it was a 
great day out! We are 
looking forward to doing 
this again in the Spring term!  
 

We have all 
worked really hard 
this term and are 
looking forward to 
the Spring term!  



This September 21 students and 16 members of staff joined 
together to form our new 14- 19 department.  The building 
is named ‘The Suite’ and each classroom is named after a 
planet - Venus, Saturn and Neptune. 
 

Our curriculum is based around the Year 10 EHCP outcomes: 
Further Education and Employment 

Students work on developing their numeracy and communication skills through 
functional tasks such as shopping, cooking, visiting a café, using money.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few of our students access Richmond College on a Monday where they learn to stock the tuck 
shop and use computers. 
 

Our Enterprise sessions help students  to learn about working    
and earning money. This term they have been making Christmas 
gifts to sell. 
 

Our ‘Suite shop’ is popular on a Friday 
afternoon where our students spend the 
money they have earned during the week  
for good work and for trying hard.  
 

 

 

Independence and Independent Living 

Our Department is fortunate to have an industrial kitchen in it 
where our students have been learning about kitchen hygiene, food 
storage, and preparing and cooking their own lunches. 
 

 

 

 



Our students have also been learning to carry out daily household tasks such as hoovering,   
sweeping, washing up, cleaning tables and windows. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community and Friendships 

The students have also enjoyed visits out to the local community 
where they are learning to collect items from a shopping list and to 
pay for their goods as well as choosing and purchasing a drink in the 
café.   Some of our students have also been taking part in some PE 
sessions, with pupils form a local school,  
at St Mary’s University. 
 

Maintaining health 

In order to keep fit and healthy,         
students take part in a daily workout 
HIT session which most of them enjoy.  
Tuesday is our leisure day and our     
department has enjoyed accessing 
bowling and swimming.  Personal care, listening to music and 
making choices about food are areas we have also explored. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term our students have been practising a performance of 
The Nutcracker which they performed to the rest of the school in December. 



Spring Term 2018 

Thursday 4 January to Thursday 8 February  

Monday 19 February to Thursday 29 March  

INSET DAYS 

Wednesday 3 January  
Friday 9 February 

Note: Good Friday - 30 March and Easter Monday - 2 April 2018 

 

Summer Term 2018 

Monday 16  April to Friday 25 May  (inc bank holiday on 7 May) 
Monday 4 June to Thursday 19 July 

INSET DAY 

Friday 20 July 

 

Autumn Term 2018 

Tuesday 4 September to Friday 19 October   
Monday 29 October to Thursday 20 December 

INSET DAYS 

Monday 3 September 

Friday 21 December 

 

Full term dates for the academic year 2018-2019 will be published in the new year. 

Bikeability    12th-16th March 

     8th-11th May  

   

Parents’ Evening   Lower & Middle School  Thursday 22nd March 

     Lower & Middle School  Monday 2nd July 

 

Parents’ Evening   Upper School    Thursday 29th March 

     Upper School    Tuesday 3rd July  

  

Coffee Mornings   w/c 29th January 

     w/c 6th-8th June 

 

Summer Fair   Saturday 23rd June  
Celebration BBQ   Thursday 12th July 

Leavers’ Assembly  Friday 13th July 

 



Below is a selection of photos from our 3rd annual Christmas concert on 6th December. 



Our 14-19 students worked hard this term to put on a Christmas Panto to our younger students and 
they performed on two occasions.  The Nutcracker was adapted by STA Christine and it was accom-
panied by a PowerPoint put together by Oliver a student in The Suite; it had a modern feel and had 
plenty of opportunities for the audience to join in!  Costumes and props were made by staff and 
students and our older students practised hard with their singing and signing.                                
Congratulations to all for all their efforts and hard work. 



Dysart School were invited to open the celebrations of switching on the 
Christmas lights in Surbiton, for the second year running.  Students from the 

school sang and signed three songs and had a brilliant time! 



For the second year in a row we were able to visit Santa at Squires Garden Centre, in Long 
Ditton.  From your generous donations we have raised an amazing £226 to help support the 
Squires chosen charity, The Princess Alice Hospice. 



It's been a busy start to the school year for 
Lower School as our KS2 pupils have       
already been away to Butlins Bognor Regis 
on a two night residential.  We are becom-
ing quite the locals at Butlins, with this trip 
being the fourth time we have been to stay 
at the resort. It was great to see some of 
our pupils join the 'Skyline Gang' and 'Billy 
Bear' up on centre stage.   

In the weeks leading up to the trip, it was 
fantastic to see some of our pupils so      
enthusiastic about returning to the resort, 
that they clearly have grown quite fond of 
over the years. For other pupils, it was 
their first night away from home and I am 
thrilled to say that each of our 'first timers' 
loved their holiday by the sea. 
 

We participated in so many enjoyable    
activities including visits to the funfair, 
getting wet and wild in Splash Waterworld 
and winning our fortune on the 2p slot  
machines which we later 'invested' in the 
Butlins gift shop!  
 

As we all share and celebrate the success 
of the trip, the week could not have been 
possible without the dedication and com-
mitment of the adults who generously gave 
up their time to support the pupils whilst 
we were away, so a special thank you to 
them all.  



Nicky and Nicky made an amazing Christmas 
lunch again this year, for staff and students, 
which was followed by a disco in the hall.  ALDs 
were on hand to help with communication 



We have supported many charities this term and we would like to thank everyone for their 
support and for the efforts made to take part in mufti days.  Below is a selection of photos 
from the Children in Need assembly. 

Charities supported this term: 
Jeans for Jeans 

Children in Need 

Save the Children 

Kingston Food Bank 

Princess Alice Hospice (Squires) 




