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Message from the Headteacher 
The festive season is almost upon us and it is clear to me that time flies when you are having fun!  We have packed so much into 

this term - both in and out of school - and I hope you will enjoy looking through the newsletter which gives you a flavour of        
life at Dysart. 

This term we were lucky enough to have Oily Cart Theatre visit us again for two days, Singing Hands have been coming in weekly 
to work with different classes (they also joined us for the Lower School craft afternoon), Maya (Yoga teacher) has been working 

hard with our pupils twice weekly and Karen (swimming instructor) has been working with Blue Class in the pool each week.   
Lower school pupils continue to visit Hobbledown Farm or take part in Companion Cycling at Bushy Park - both are very popular 

with our pupils.  Horse riding at Epsom RDA remains a favourite activity with our Red class pupils. 
Dysart has supported several charities this term; Jeans for Genes where we raised over £75.59 for ‘double denim’ and Children in 
Need ‘spotacular’ raised £39.36.  Our Post-16 pupils raised a record breaking £514.41 in just over two hours singing at the ‘Rotree’ 
for the Rotary Club of Kingston - Dysart will receive the full amount.  Visits to Father Christmas at Squire’s raised £156.60 for the 

Royal Star and Garter Home. 
The Jack Petchy Award for this year was won by Kushal from Diamond Class for his amazing progress.  A picture of Kushal, and 
previous winners of this award, plus a selection of photographs from some of our events will be at the end of the newsletter.  

The Christmas Extravaganza was very well attended and thanks go to Singing Hands for attending again this year.   
We took £1,365 (less expenses) on the afternoon. 

I hope that those of you who were able to attend the parent craft afternoons, and the Christmas Concert at Christ Church, enjoyed 
sharing the experience with our pupils, families and friends.  I am sure the pupils will enjoy the performance of the     Panto, Dick 

Whittington, on the last day of term. 
Next term we have more to look forward to as, amongst other things, the planning of our residential trips has already started. 
I would like to wish you all a very good and restful winter break and, as always, we look forward to seeing all your wonderful    

children in school on Tuesday 3rd January. 



 

Blue 

Blue class have had a fantastic start to the year, with everyone getting used to new classmates and (for 
some) settling into a completely new school!  We have been working on getting ready for learning with 
our sensory circuits, which we do every morning.  

Our first half term topic was ‘Our World’.  We enjoyed exploring our new 
school environment and familiarising ourselves with places around school. We 
also familiarised ourselves with our bodies thinking about body parts, hygiene 
and getting dressed.  

The week after half term we had a brilliant theme week, 
learning all about Diwali. We sang, danced and made clay 
diva lamps and beautiful rangoli patterns.  

In the run up to 
Christmas we 
practised our nativity and really enjoyed performing at the 
church.   Our teachers and parents were very proud! 

In the second half term our topic was nursery rhymes.  We sang 
lots and lots this term and acted songs out in our fabulous role 
play area. The ‘wheels on the bus’ was our particular favourite.  
We all enjoyed sitting in the bus, driving around or having some 
chill out time! We have also shared lots of sensory stories in lit-
eracy and maths.  



 

Green 

Green Class has had lots of exciting opportunities to discover new things this term.  
We have enjoyed looking into our topic on light and dark. Particular highlights were being able to explore 
different types of switches to turn lights on and having the opportunity to launch a range of rockets and see 
how far each of them could go.  We also enjoyed making firework paintings for 
bonfire night and have put the one we made as a group up on the wall. 

All the children enjoyed Teddy Tennis and were particularly excited to be able to do this outside 
when the weather was good. We have also enjoyed being able to do yoga all term and the children 
have progressed in what they are able to do.  We returned to Hobbledown and we all loved looking 
at the animals and identifying whether they had fur or feathers and listening to the different sounds 
they made. We have been fortunate with the weather so the children have enjoyed exploring the 
outside play area and all of them have tried to do new things as their confidence has grown.  

In literacy we have enjoyed reading nonsense poems and retelling scenes 
from them. We have also enjoyed reading a range of books including ‘The 
Opposite’, ‘Frank was a Monster that wanted to dance’ and ‘Funny Bones’. 
The children have also enjoyed the opportunity to read independently and 
develop their reading and comprehension skills. 

In maths we have been focusing on developing our addition 
and subtraction skills and improving our understanding of 
numbers. We have also been learning about concepts of 
empty and full and heavy and light as well as how to repeat 
and extend colour sequences. We have taken this under-
standing in the second half of term and applied it in lessons 
to make sweets and cakes. 

All of the children enjoyed theme week and having the opportunity 
to try different activities. Particular highlights were making spin 
paintings and Diwali lamps. 

We have all worked hard to transition to a new reward system for the class and 
have enjoyed trying to be star of the day by doing good work and listening. 



 

Orange 

Orange class have had a fantastic first term back at school! We have all settled really well into our new class group 
and have been making friends with each other. We have all been enjoying exploring new lessons within our Sensory 
Curriculum such as ‘Sing and Swing’, Intensive Interaction and ‘Sensory Play’ as well as some very hard work in 
maths - going on a bear hunt - and in literacy using our communication aides! 

Our topic this term has been light and dark and 
we have been learning about different light 
sources and cause and effect with light up toys 
and glow sticks. We have had a very busy term 
with lots of people visiting us and lots of physical 
sessions!  

In September Orange Class began our Movement Mornings by visiting 
Bushey Park to do companion cycling. We all had a brilliant time 
getting on the bus and then cycling up and down the park looking at 
the trees and the deer!  

We also had a charity event in September ‘Jeans for 
Genes’ where we dressed in our jeans and had a disco 
to raise money for genetic disorders. In the first half 
term we were also lucky enough to have the amazing 
ladies of Singing Hands visit us every Tuesday after-
noon! We all really enjoyed this and did some wonder-
ful communicating during 
the sessions.  

After half term we had a Theme Week dedicated to the Hindu 
festival Diwali in which we did lots of crafts such as making diva 
lamps with clay and messy cooking making Diwali sweets! At 
the end of the week we also had an exhibition to show off all of 
our fabulous creations.  In November we took part in a Children in Need 

charity day where we decorated our old clothes 
in spots and had a fashion parade to raise  
money!  
In December we have been getting ready for 
Christmas with Christmas card competitions 
and preparing for our Christmas carol concert. 



 

Rainbow 

Rainbow Class have had a brilliant start to the academic year.  Everyone has 
settled in and we are doing lots of work related to our main topic this term – 
Light and Dark.  We have explored Space and also done experiments; our 
favourite lesson was focusing on switches and lights! 

We are developing our Maths skills 
using Numicon and counting    
objects.  We are linking it into our 
topic, as well as using lots of songs 
to help us learn to count forwards 
and backwards. 

This term, we have been 
to Hobbledown Farm and 
joined in with Companion 
Cycling.    We love to see 
the animals and be outside 
in the fresh air.  Cycling 
has been lots of fun and we can’t wait to go back in the Summer! 

We have had a wonderful theme week about  
Diwali; making Diwali lamps and lights.  The end 
of the week was marked with a fabulous party, 
where we had party food and danced. 

For Children in Need, we created some 
dotty hats for a fashion show and loved 
showing them off up and down the catwalk 
in the hall! 

Part of our topic work has been looking at light 
and dark in art and we worked hard, recreating 
paintings by Van Gogh, which we have put up as 
a display outside our classroom.  

We really enjoy our Communication Sessions and have been trying 
out new methods of expressing ourselves, as well as loving the story 
‘Day Monkey Night Monkey’, when we can join in the story and     
create collages of the animals and objects in the story – we especially 
liked making a black treacle moon! 



 

Red 
We had a great start to the year.  All the pupils welcomed their new friends and made them feel comfortable in our 
class.  After the holidays we quickly got into lots of hard work and fun! 

Our topic for the first half of term was ‘Working 9-5’. In Red Class we have a list of our daily jobs and everyday a student 
does a different job like taking the register, being a shop keeper at snack time, helping at lunch, etc.  

In science we learned about famous scientists and   
carried out simple experiments. We especially liked 
building circuits and looking for rainbows through 
prisms. This half term we are learning about planets. 

It is always a pleasure to welcome our parents in the class to show them what we learn about and 
share snack with them. This term they joined us for our Lego session. 

This term we were lucky to have swimming 
lessons at Kingfisher swimming pool. We all 
gained more confidence and independence 
in the water and responded well to our 
swimming teacher’s instructions.  

These are only a few activities we have 
been involved in this term. Look out for the 
next newsletter to learn more about our 
learning in Red Class! 



 

Gold 

Gold Class have had a fantastic start to the year, settling into their new class group. The 
first half term we looked at the topic of ‘Working 9-5’ and enjoyed experiencing different 
types of jobs both in and out of school. Some of our favourites were delivering post to the 
different classes in school, helping to wash the windows, being hairdressers, babysitting 
and being plumbers to help stop leaks. 

In the second half term our focus was Space and we have been making planets in the solar system, rockets and aliens. 
We have loved the book ‘Aliens love underpants’ and have been practising some important life skills with sorting out 
underpants, sock and t-shirts, whilst checking for any hidden aliens of course! In DT we are visiting different coloured 
planets each week and creating ‘perfect pizzas’ by putting different coloured toppings on our pizzas.  

We all loved celebrating bonfire night, and we created a whole 
class firework picture that is now on display in our classroom.  

This term we have worked hard on using a wide variety of symbols to talk about every-
thing we have been doing. We have been working on telling our friends what we have 
liked doing, and perhaps activities we haven’t liked as much! 



 

 

 
Purple 

Purple Class have enjoyed a busy start to the year, with all the changes the new school year brings; 
meeting new staff members and new pupils alike. The first half of this autumn term Purple Class have 
been exploring the topic of ‘Working 9-5’. This topic has included exploring and experiencing a range of 
different job roles, to looking at the people who help us in our day to day lives. We were Plumbers and 
Builders, to Window Cleaners, to Doctors and Hairdressers.  

During the second half of this autumn term Purple Class’s focus was Space,        
exploring our planet and the solar system that it belongs to. Purple Class have 
been reading the classic children’s book ‘Aliens Love Underpants’ and working 
hard on their important life skills tasks such as sorting underwear, 
pants and socks. Purple Class have also been visiting different    
coloured planets weekly and creating the ‘perfect planet pizza’ 
matching the planet’s significant colour. 

Autumn term has had many special moments from 
Bonfire Night, where Purple Class created firework 
art that proudly hangs on the classroom wall, to a 

whole school theme 
week dedicated to the 
festival of light, Diwali.  

The main overall focus of this term for Purple Class was incorporating more 
communication in all our sessions, which we have been working extremely 
hard to achieve. We have been working on normalising the use of our PECS 

books and symbols to help our pupils vocalise 
their needs both in and outside the 
classroom; but most  importantly 
had fun while doing it!  

Movement breaks have been a big, and fun, 
part of day helping us to be ready for the next 
session. 



 

Diamond 
We have enjoyed welcoming new friends starting in Diamond class. We have started to work through our 
ASDAN booklets; some of our favorite activities are going on different community visits, learning all about 
me, sensory stories and bowling.  

We have been learning about the different types of jobs people do, 
in preparation for running our own tuck shop. We asked people what 
products they would like us to sell and then made graphs with the 
data. Our tuck shop is up and running and everyone enjoys taking 
turns helping run the tuck shop. 

We have enjoyed trips to many different places in the community - Fishponds 
Park being our favorite place, watching the ducks, playing football, collecting 
items and making a  
collage picture. 

We have been using 
colorful semantics 
with ‘toy story’, using 
both symbols and 
IPADs to write our 
sentences.  

We really enjoy our art sessions,  
using different colours and 
different textures to paint with.  



 

Post-16 
Post 16 have yet again had a very busy Term.  Our Travel Training has taken us to Hampton Court with 
the added bonus of a visit to The Magic Garden and also to London Waterloo to visit The Festival Hall 
and a ride in the Singing Lift. 

Sport and leisure activities have included some lovely integration with 
St Philip’s and the opportunity to work with some university pupils at   
St Mary’s in Twickenham.  A new addition this term has been Air Hop 
alongside swimming at Guildford Spectrum. 

We continue with our regular work experience in the community, visits to 
Fishponds Park and our ongoing work towards our OCR accreditation with 
Life and Living skills. We continued working on our Communication Skills in ‘Shopping for 

Mum’ lessons, and learned to cook our own snack lunch in Independent 
Living. We enjoyed shopping for the ingredients in our local Sainsbury’s. 

In Work Related Learning we learned how to wash a car and 
help with sweeping the leaves around the school. 

We had lots of fun in creative lessons 
where we chose to focus on the pop 
group Abba, learning the song ‘Mamma 
Mia’. 

Well done everyone in P16!! 



 

September 2016 

The magic of Oily Cart! 



 

Christmas Concert - Christ Church, Surbiton 



 

 

 

Autumn Term 2016  

Monday 5 September to Friday 21 October  

Monday 31 October to Tuesday 20 December  
INSET DAYS 

Monday 5 September 

Wednesday 21 December  

 

Spring Term 2017 

Tuesday 3 January to Friday 10 February  

Monday 20 February to Friday 31 March  

INSET DAYS 

Friday 10 February, Monday 20 February 

Note: Good Friday is on 14 April and Easter Monday is on 17 April 2017 

 

Summer Term 2017  

Tuesday 18 April to Friday 26 May   (including bank holiday on 1 May) 
Monday 5 June to Thursday 20 July 

INSET DAYS 

Friday 21 July 

Parents’ Evenings  Lower School  Thursday 23rd March 

     Monday 3rd July 

Parents’ Evenings  Upper School  Thursday 23rd March 

     Tuesday 4th July   

Coffee Mornings  w/c 30th January 

   w/c 22nd May 

Summer Fair  Saturday 24th June  
Celebration BBQ  Thursday 13th July 

Leavers’ Assembly Friday 14th July 

 

 

We are delighted announce that Kushal, from Diamond Class, is the 
winner of the Jack Petchey award for 2016-2017.   Kushal has made 
significant progress this year and he will be able to choose something 
for school from the funds that come with the award. 

Previous winners of the award are Lukas and Valeriya, and Andre who 
left Dysart last summer. 

Lukas Valeriya 



 

 

 

Pupil/family Craft Afternoons 

The craft afternoons proved very popular again this year and we were 
delighted to welcome Singing Hands to the lower school afternoon. 

Enjoying Singing Hands 



Dysart pupils have been involved in many outside events over the last few weeks.   
This selection of photos shows how much our pupils have enjoyed taking part. 

We performed on the Ancient Market stage in Kingston, as part of the 
OHCAT music ensemble.  The crowd joined in as we sang four amazing 
songs, signing along.  We can't wait to do it again next year! 

At the Rotree, Kingston 
where we raised a    

record-breaking 
£514.41 in just over      

2 hours. 

The Choir sang at the switching on of the 
Surbiton Christmas lights 



 

Dysart pupils visit Santa at Squire’s Garden Centre, Long Ditton 



 

This event raised £156.60 for Squire’s chosen charity  


